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This is an interview with Joseph A. Vrabel for the

Youngstown State University Oval History Program, on
Cauphell, Ohlo During the 1930's and 1940's, by Witlian
Kish, on Juty 15, 1989, at 2271 Cordova, Youngstown,
Ohio, at 11:30 p.ni.

Mr. Vrabel, what do you remember about Caanpbeli during
the 1930's?

Campbe !l iz a unique town. The people came up the hard
way. They came hetre from Europe where they weie abused.
They came over herve for a Tit+Te bit of salvation, Wo

mat ter how ftough 1t gol nver here, it wasn't as bad as
what they were going through in Furope. Ti was  that
much  tougher when the Sheet & Tube slowed down. They
put  peonle out of work. There were no rvelief coupons
or anything, as yvou have today. So, evervbody went out
and grew gatdens. 'They grew gardeng all over, The
Youngstown Sheet & Tube was gracious enough. All  the
lTand that they owned up there on Blackburn Farm, that
lTater bhecame Sheet & Tuhe home, and the upper Ppart s
now St. Michael's Jand. The vacant land was used fFfor
gardens. Thoy were some of the most heautiful gardens
yvon've ever geen. Bverybody worked together. You
would have a plot here; your neilghbor would have a rlot
hevre. They had no trouble whatsoever. Thev were just
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ag Triendly, and everybody worked together to help one
another. Of  course in the wintertime, many of the
people who lived in the Sheet and Tube homes and others
bad the coal furnaces to heat the house. And, if iLhere
was no  furnace in the house, they'd go down and get
coal fov their stoves. That wag the funny thing. They
uged to go down to the railroad tracks, and as the coal
wagons used to come up from Lowellville and up that
grade, some of the young boys would crawl in up on top,
kick the coal off on the side of the tracks. BAnd, the
rajlroad people never said nothing about it. The c¢oal
people never sald nothing about it. It was just a
Godsend. Everybody said, "Well these people need to
keep warm." They managed to get through. One thing I
can savy about Campbell people, thetre was less foraclo-
gures on homes than any other place in the whole state
of Ohio.

Why would that be?

When these people bought thelr homes, they paid for
them. This was their nest egy:; this was where they
wevre going to stavy. T read that in the Youngstown
Telegram at that time The Viandicator had it in the
newspaper in the early 1930's--1932, 1933--~that Camp-
bell is unigue in the fact that its foreclosure is  the
lowest In the State. 8o, that goes to show vyou that
the people that did work in the mills, that they did
put  sonething away. Now, many of them put it in the
hank. When the banks closed up, they were held up for
a while; and of course, that didn't help them any.
But, they eventually got all their money out of the
hanlk. Black people 1ived down helow Murray Avenue.
They were all good people, and most had jobs. They
were given an opportunity to meke a living, and they
showed the rest of the people that theyv could live just
as the white people did. We had no Aifficulty with
people. There was no slch thing as, "We don't want to
go  to that school becavse the blacks are coming in
there," They had been going to Campbell saschools.
Myself and Mr. Higging--he's dead now--~his father nsed
to own a place right where the sewage plant ig now,
down abt Pine Hallow. His son went to school with me
from 1974 until he got a Jjob in the Sheet & Tube. Now,
his son was the Law Director of the city of Younygstown.
Now, these are people who went to school with vs  down
there Ffrom way back around Wovrld War T, during the
Reoaring 1920's, during the Depression.

Tu 1926, T got paid Fifty cents an hour. T worked
eight honrs a day; and then, vou had what they called a
bonus., TF you put out so much work, they gave you an
extra dollar or two. Tt was an incentive program. So,
people have and incentive. You know, it gets monoto-
nous working the same thing over. Then yvou figure,



"Well, T can make more money if I do that." That takes
your mind off it, and it gives you the strength and the
ability to go out and produce better. So, we used to
make $2, $1.50, $1.75 a day. Well, we got pajd twice a
month. Well, in fifteen davs, you averaged better than
$1.50 a day. You got a nice piece of change. S0,
aver ybody had woney in rtheir pockets,

Jobs were plentiful then, during this time?

Oh, my God, yes. They were advertising for men. T was
born in Pennsylvania, Fayette County, and ny mother
didn't like my ded working im the mines hecause she was
afraid he'd get killed, which was common. Recause, as
bad as things are today in the coal mines, they were
one hundred times worse in them davs. Just timber was
put  up  te hold them up, and so many men got killed.
50, she insisted on coming here. Somehow, she contact-
ed some people heve that weie of our ethnic background.
We come over here one day: and the next day, he went to
work.,

Youngstown Sheet & Tuhe at one time, used to have
thousands of people working there because there wasn't
all this stuff that they have now. Horses used to come
in the will to do a lot of the work., WNow, they have
eranesg  and all Lhat which makes it much eagsior. They
weren't making much money. Tn 1908, when my dad got a
job, he golb paid Lwenty-two cents per half an hour.
Rut, we huili a house on Oxford Street, Tt stil1l
stands there. We sold it later on for $1,500. Tt was
a  four hedroom house. So you figure out: we had a
barn, ¢hicken coop, everything.

You worked ten hours a day. One week, vou worked six
days; and the next week, you worked eight days
straight. In other wovds, when vou worked day—-turn, on
your last day, Saturday, they brought your lunch bucket
down to the bridge; and you took it in, and you  worked
unti il six o'clock sunday morning. That was aevery two
weeks. VYou worked twentyv-four hours. This iz the way
they worked. So, evevrybody was glad to work: and yon
figure, they worked ten hours a day and twelve hours a
night. So, you figure with how much they collected,
they were able to do so much with what little hit of
monay they got. They came home and vaised a garden
becanse everybody had a cow and chickens, ducks.
FEverybody had to raise thelcr owp pigs, and averybody
had a big garden. And, they vaised a lot of grass
there too, and all that stuff. That's the way peownle
wele growing up them days.

¥You see a lot of that on TV now and then. If yom
watched the homnesteaders . Wwe weve homesteaders
when we came here. You had to do that. 'The ouly thing
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yon went to the store to huy was mavbe Dbreakfast ce-—
real, coal oil becanse vyou had a coal JTamp, like this
ane here, So, vou had that There was no electricity;
there wag no T™Inhing water. You had to pump vonr own
water; there was no washing machines. 3o, your expend -
iture wasn't so heavy because yvou didn't have to WOTTY
about paying the telephone bill, the gas bhill, the
electric bill and a1l that. The only thing vyou paid
For was c¢lothes and whatever vecessities vou needed at

the storve, like breakfast cereal. A big box of Kel-
loggs corn Flakes cost you I think $2.75 now, was
0.0, Well you had to work a half hour for that ten
cents. Well today, if you pay $2.75 and vour making

$10 an hour, vou're stil] getting it cheaper than we
got ijt.

Whalt tiwme period are we talking about here?
We're talking the petliod from 1970 to 1920,
This was what your father was making.

That's the wav things were. After the war, Prohibition
came on, Things changed an awful Tot 4n Youngstown
because they put in new work. Peoplie working in the
milles over there, they saw how they could improve the
working conditions, the machinevy and everything ealse.
Things started to change.

When you mentioned befovre about 1910 and 1920, do voil
remewher living in Rast Youngstown, now Campbell, when
Tthere was that fire?

Yes. T wasn't very oid, but f was old enough that T
atill rewmember today. Tt started on January 6, It was
an Orthodox Christmas Bve. Everybody was having a good
time, and strikes were on. People were out there.
They c¢ame in on the streetcars, because in  them days
ona streetcar wonld come aftrer another; , and it would
have one hundred people on them big streetcars. That's
how many people vsed to come to work by streetcars from
Youngstown from all different places They'd gelt off
at  different places, and thev'd get off there ar Stop
10 and Robinson Road.

Well, a lot of them were told, "Rither you go back, if
you didn't. . . ." Tt was some rough stuff over there.
They got bheat up; thev would throw their Junch pail

over there. Somebody stood up and said, "T'm going to

work." They blocked the bridge over theove; they
wouldn't permit anybody out there. 80, it -just because
a conglomeration of people. Over there, they wevre

milling around all day long. All of the sudden, SOme -
hody  came in town with a lot of money; and theve was
two or three saloons on Wilson Avenue, about three on



Robinson Road, about four on Short Street. There were
galoons all around there, and every one of those sa-
loons, there seemed to be somecnhe who come 1in  there

that was buying drinks. The drinks were cheap there.
Fifty to ten cents for a shot of whiskey and a beer.
He was bhuying drinks for everybhody They started
around  six o'clock at night. "Come on. Let's go out

and have a good time." Then, arvound nidnight or afier
nine-thirty ov ten o'vlock, after it got a little dark,
a fight broke out, and a fire started up on the bridge

on  Short Street. There was a shot Fived, Now who
fired 1it, we don't know. Tt was the people that were
working Jn  the mill becanse they had their men over
there tlo protect the plaunt. So, trouble started over

there, and they started velling, "Lebt's burn them out."
S0, they not only burned them out, the bridge; hut they
hburned the stores down +ight around the place Then,
they got dnto the saloons, and thevy started at the
satloong. When they kbroke in the saloon, everybody went
for the hooze. Evervbhody got drunk, and they Just went
from oune store tfo the next. Theyv got up as far as 12th
Street. They burned everything from Washington Street
all the way to 9th Street and all the way up to  12th
Street and Robinson Road; some of them on 10th Street.
They burned everything. Everybody was Ffighting and
arguing

Now, what T vemember nmostly about it, bhecause I got the
datndegt tanning from my dad--he wag at that time,
workiag Tor: Nan Barbis--and when the fight started, he
went home. He got home about eleven o'clock, and T'm
not home. T'm down the Coal yard. T'm Jooking down
there, and T'w seeing how they're burning everything.
Reed's Hardware Store on Wilson Avenue was burning; and
whenr 1t hit the paint shoep, vov could see the raint
blowing up in the air. A couple of fellows got kilied
over there. They were shooting. Then, there was loot-
ing. T remember one old fellow used Lo live on Jeffer-
son  Street.. My dad was telling me ahout him--T don't
want to mention nawes hecause that name g still promi-
neot in the city of Campbell-—aund he was 1rolling up 3
twenty-tive or thivty gallon barrel of whiskey p the
street. My dad was Taughing. Te sald that the police
came  in the next day. They checked evervywheie. They
went house to hounsge. We stood in that . . . Judge
Ralafut in Struthsers, hig father, and T were in rthat
wagon up at the coal yard, sand a fellow by the name of
Steve Collar, all still living. Steve Collar now lives
up on Struthers Road in New Middletown, a farme:? . We
stoond there, and we watched all that stuff going up
there, the fire. When we got home, we got Ffired up
real good,
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The nexrt day then, the soldiers come. . . . The MNation-
al Guard come in, and started to search all the homes.
My aunt owned a store on the corner of Reed and 13th
Street, right across from St. John's Church. When they
started to burn up 12th Street, they had a grocery

store, 50, they packed all their c«lothing so they
could sleep in their wagon. They came all the way up
on Oxford Street to stay with my dad, which was her
brothetv. They were burning everything. She figured
they were going Lo burn down her store. They knocked
all the windows out. They stole a lot of stuff. They

started to ransack it so she got the hell out of there.
The next day, they came around and searched every
place. They c¢ame up to our place, and somebody told
them they brought stuff up in a wagon over there. The
Vational Guard came in the house. They tore the house
up-side-down, Lhvrew everything all arvound the house.

You should have zeen. My mother cried. Then, they
walked out. They didn't find a thing. Then, they went
to  the next house and the next house. They Just went

through the house and tore the whole house apart.
They were Jooking for Lhe stolen stuff from the stores?
Yes. They were looking for stolen stuff, They didn't

find anything at all. That's almost @ nile. When you
walk from 12th Street all the way up to Oxford Street,

it's a good distaunce. They came around. They were
pratty mnasty, the soldiers. They went up there, and
they searched these innocent people's homes. They did
catahr a Tew people who stole watches from the Jjewelry
store. Somebody  went in theve and stole a pair of
shoes or something 1like that. 7T don't know. Heck, you
go  in  fthere at night and steal a pair of shoes, vou

can't even figure the size or anything.
How Tong was the military here?

They were here for about a week. They broke up the
strike. The fel?lows went back ko work. The Ltown neved
recovered,

Did  they level a lot of those buildings that were
burned down then?

They rebuilt them. This was a beautiful place. They
had two five and ten cent stores down there. They had
a dry goods store. They had Mulnar's, Resetars, Rago-
zine's, You had doctor's offices there on the corner
of Wilson Avenue, Dr. Sherk and Dr. Riley and Dr.
Smith. We had wmore doctors, then than we have today
down there. Sure jt was a beautiful place over there.

You mean along Wilson Avenue and Robinson Road?

6
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Wilson and Robinson Roads. We had two theaters over
theres. It was nice. Washington Street had a store,
Mr. Mulnar used to own it. He was a Hungarian fellow.
Then, on the top of the hill, on the corner of Washing-
ton and Robinson, Lhere was anothev store there, a

¢lothing store. ‘Then, where the diamond was at, that
was a big shoe store and dry goods. It war wonderful

because people had to walk down the hill, and thev
shopped over there. Tt's not like today when vou Jump
in the car and go to the wmall. 1In them days, it was
local. We had grocery stores all over the place.
That's the way that people bought their grocevies. Tt
was a community, and it was close-knit. FEverybody knew
everybody becauge they shopped Logether and they Jived
together. Maybe they weren't as well known with their
neighbors in the neighboring community, but they knew
all their neighbors real well.

Those streets that are off of Wilson Avenue wow, basi-
cally in the area where that parking lot is now for the
Sheet & Tube, were therve houses all ur  along there,
around Washington, Jefferson, Adams Strecots?

We bhad all of those. There was Washington Street.
There was a house from Wilson Avenue all the way to
Murry on both sides. Every Jot. The same thing on
Adams, Jefferson, Madison, Monroe. Jacksen was &

little further away, and there was about only four oar
five howes thete. In 1916, the Youngstown Sheet & Tube
built those homes over there. They built 265 homes 1n
the front. Then, they put a little pavrk in the back
there and a pool of water aad on the other side of
Jackson Street. They built 250 homes there for the
hlacks. They brought the bhlacks up from the South.
They gave them a jobh. They worked. They had no trou-

ble Those blacks that came up from the South, they
were resal gentle to people, because they were ahused so
much. And, when they come vp heie, they thought it was

just a bheautiful place to live. Why abuse it. So, we
didn't have no trouble.

Do you remewber when they were building those Sheet &
Tube homes?

Are you kidding? I used to come there with a Wagon
every night and pick up the little pleces of wood.
sevap wood, they'd throw it all outside, and they en
couraged the people toe take it. We'd take it home

hecause we had no furnaces. Everybody either bhad a
coal stove or kitchen stove downstairs. Your kitchen
wags also your dining room. You had two bhedroowmns

upstaivs; and you had a coal stove in each one of those
rooms  to  keep warm, because if you didn't, vou'd be
cold. So  this wood, we'd collect over tLhere, We'd
atock it up. A lot of i, we'd gn out in the woods and
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bring 1t in. We'd go out and take the cows out to

pasture. And, when you'd come back, you had to bring
some  wood back, dried up wood that fell dowi. So,
you'd tie it uvp, put it on your back, and bring it home
every night You'd have a nile of wood in Lhe back for
the cold.

Bo,  when vou were a young hoy, what else did you do?
You did the gavrdening, yvou watched cows. Any other
responsibilities?

Tt amazes me because T know whal T had to. My  dad
worked. Tf he worked day~turn from 7:00 a.m. until
5:30 p.m. 1in the svmmevtime, 1'd take the c¢ow out,
bring her home at night and take her back out 1in the
morning. Tn the wintertime, vou had to feed 1ibk, and
you had to c¢lean avound it. That was wny job. Now, T
remember that my job was to gee that the cow never laid
in it's own dirt. 1f it did, T'd get a good back hand
or tywo. So T had fto take Lhe manure out, feed the cow.
My mom would tell me how much hay to give her and [to]
make sure that she had some water. That was my Job.
Then, when T'd get through with that, T'd take care of
the two pigs we had. Then, T'd go down there and see
the geese and the ducks and the chickens. You s=mee,
everyhbody at home had that.

Between the two Jots that cawe together in the back,
there was an alley. A sixteen fFoot alley. BEvervhody
threw a7l these cans and everything in the alley. Then
in  the spring, we bad a spring clean up. Rverybody
wonld get ont and clean his gbatre, The village would
come around with the wagon We'd put it all in  there,
211 the cans, whatever it was, and we'd ¢lean it. 1
know that my Jjob was to he a nurse maid for the cow and
all the other animals.

On Monday night, after I got through with that, wmy Job
wag to go out there and pump an awful lot of water and
bring it into rhe house, because mom was going to wash
¢lothes on Tuesday. So, yvou had to bring the water in.
Everybody had a big copper tub. Mavhe you've seen them
on  the stove. They would take their c¢lothes and wash
thenm, Fhrow thewn in the boiler and bail the «lothes,
actually bhoil the clothes. [They wouldl put thewm on
there; and then, take them out again to get them clean.
And, you had a wringer. So, I'd help wy mother. She'd
be putting them up, and either we or wy sister would he
turning the wringer to get the waler out. In the
wintertime, you'd have the ¢lothes hanging in the
kitchen, because 1if you'd take them outside, they'd

frecze. You'd have to hang so much around the atove,
and vyou bhad to £ix up the clothes line, whatever it
was. That's the way it was.
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What scheool did you go to during the 1920's?

At one time, we had the old Ttalian Hall. They tore it
down here not so long ago.

Whevre was that located at?

On  the corner of 12th Street and Gordon Avenue. They
made a lavern oult of it after a while. That was one
gchool ., Then, theve is one that's still standing now

on 7th Streot.
Ts that near 6th Street?

It's mneavr 6th Street. Then, you have to go over, and

there 18 a place there He turned it into a housing
project, That was a school over there. Then, there
was a third school on Main Street and Fairview Avenue,
So, thege ware the wooden buildings When T started

school, they built Faiecview School alceady, and  they
made a high school out of it. They had the Gymnasiun
on the third fleor They built Gordon School in 1912,
T started school in 1914. That was my firat year. 7
started at the Trtalian Hall. There were four =zchool
rooms there, Then, we had two Lindsey Sisters that
were itearhers theve, upstairs. One was Sadie and the
other one was . . I don't recall what her first name
g RBut, we called them big Sadie and small  Lindsey,
because one was trtall and ithe other one was short.

Were {hey strict?

They were very nlcee girlsg. We had two rooms down-
staive. We had the 1lst and 2nd grades up on the first
floor and you had the 3rd and the 4th deownstadrs. You

saw that hook that Mrs. Galida turned out?
The History of Campbell?
You'll find that hook% in there! You look in there.

You'll find a bunch of kids in the class, and theie is
only a couple of vs Tiving here. Jimmy Rich ig still

Tiving, and T'm living. T was right in the middle. T
fhink there were ahout thirty of us in the class. He
took a picture, and that is Ms. Lindsey. Then, the

next  year, we moved up to Gordon School and went to
school there for two vears. Then, they built Reed
School, S0, we moved to Reed School. Then Hin 1919,
they built Penhale School, and they made a Junior High
ovt of it. So, it was the 7th and 8th grade, then.

So yoir were moving all ar ound.
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Yes. 7th, 8th, and 9th grade. Then 1in 1925, they
built Mewmorial High School. So, we Ffinished up in
1925. We graduated f£rom Memorial High School in 1926.

S0, you were one of the first graduating classes.

We waere the First graduating class. There 1ls only

three of vs living: Tony Gann, Bill Holiday, and mny
self,

Bill Holiday became a tescher at Campbell Memorial.

Yes Then, of course, Ms. Honda-—--ghe is Mrs. 8illa--
she was 1in our c¢lass and Ms. Hamrock too. T think
three girls and three boys are still Jliving out of that
class We were the Ffirst.

Gettling hack to the Depression, in order to eliminato
ali the frouhle we had, we went out there, and we
organized a basehall team. Mike Kornmick was my uncle.
He was a big enthusiast, and he was working with the
WPA. They organized a baseball league, aund they plaved
every evening. They'd start the games at silx o'clock
in  the evening, and they plaved at Gordon Park. They
played Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and
Saturday. Sunday, they didn't play that because they

had the Slovak Jeague baseball team then. S0, they
played baseball over there. The blacks had two teams:
and then, we had Fellows from Youngstown. From all

around, they came down theve fto play ball. Every night
you would go over there, and vou would find two orF
three thousand people watching the game.

Two or three thousand?
Yes. You've darn right.
That was rhe blig entertainunent then?

Well, the people had nothing to do. Thev'd hring their
Tittle benches with them and they'd sit down by the
fences.

Talking a 1ittle bit about Lhe groceries back then:
coffee was seventeen cents s pound.

This is what vear now?

This is in the Depression. ¥Now you see, I happened to
be managing an A & P downtown. T was fortunate enough
to get a job over there. When they opened thalt store
up, T got a job ag a c¢lerk. T remember when I went up
to see these people, and they asked me how much money I
wanted. T think T got the job because T used wmy head a
Little bit. I said, "7 want a job." I didn't say how

10



much meney T wanted. "Whatever money yvou give me is
going to be more thaa T got." T gaid, "I'm not arguing
akbout money. I want a Jjob." T got the job through
hard work. T was able to build wyself up to vegetable
manager, and fruits. And, eventually in two vyears

time, T was hecoming the manager. Well, from &l14 a
week, T went up te $18. When T became a produce marag-
er. And then, when T got to be manager, I got $25 a
week. Now, 1t wight seem ridiculous because [they
paid] $25 a week, and yvou'd put in maybe 120 hours a
week. You were theve from the wovaing until night,
every day Vou could take a dollar, and vyou could

spend 1it. And, you could hardly carry the groceries
with it. You «ould buy ten cans of milk, o1 ten cans
of pork and beans that now cost you three for a dollar.
You «ould get ten for twentv-nine cents. So you Ffig-
ure, yvou could buy ten cans of milk and ten <c¢ansg of
beans. You could spend fifty-eight cenis, and you got
twenty cang that you couldn't carry. Bread was cheap;
three loaves for a dime. A Toaf of bread was ten
cents, The next day, they would sell the day-old
bread. Tt was three for a diwe. Most of the people
used to wait until they were thiee for a dime bhecause--
what the heck, iF you buy it today and they eat it
toworvow, it's the same bread. 8o, they went and got
it three for a dime. You could get a rack of wotatoes
for fen cents. You figure, when you took a dellar to
the grocery slore, you really had enough groceries to

egat for a week. T was fortunate enough. Eventually,
a#s the business improved and T had more people working
for wa, I got to a position where I was making as high

as  Tifry dellars a week, which pul me in a classg by
itsel f.

This was what yeav now?
[Tt was in] 1930 to 31240. Then, when the election came

around and beer was legalized, people started these
heer gardens, and thinds started to pick up a 1little

bil bhecause more jobs werce given out. They opened up a
coupia  of breweries in town, and things got a little
bit bhetter. n 1937, the milis started to pick up
because the war in Burope was escalating. What we wero
doing over here was slowly putting our wmills back
tegether so that we c¢ould make the steel, bhecavse we
made  a  lob of sftuff and we shipped it out. In the
meanitine, I was relleved of my job at &4 & P, and T
worked at the mili. Everybody had o rvegister for the

draftt. T had four children; T was still eligible S0,
T had to yo and work in the mills until the war ended.

What was vour job Auring that time?
Working at Youngstown Sheet & Tube I used to work

with handling steel there. Tt was a nice job; it paid

11



well. We made eighty cents an hour. EREighty-~five cents
an hour was top wage during the whole war. A lot of

people figure, "You made & 1ot of money." But, we
worked hard. We worked any overtime that would come
in. There was no such a thing as "I'm not working

avertime,” because the war was on, and evervbody as
only too glad to put in extra time Lo help out because

Sheet & Tube was a big contributor to the war by making
steel.

Were there a loi of women working in the wmill then,
too?

Well, T worked for a while Most of the women used to
be ingpectors. They workeaed, and they contributed.
They worked bard. We had a ol of fun with them.

There was no such a thing as taking pity on them. Thevy
had to put out the work or quit,

S0, 1n other words, vou &id vour Job.

Tf you and T have a job, we do it, Then, if they come

out and take me away and put 2 woman over there and you
have to do twice as much, no way., So, the woman who

was working with voi, she did ber share. And, the
girls were tough. You'd bhe sunrprised. They were
tough. They went out there, and they worked with those
men. You'd get familiar with them. You would have a

lot of fuon with themn. Nobody abused the girls. EBvery-
body respachted then.

After 19245, did yvou get involved with other buginesses?
After the war?
Yesg,

During lhe war, T had a place of husiness., T worked in
the mill and van my business, and my vife helped me in
the business. We hod to because, when T worked in the
mill, sowmebody had to wateh the husiness. We were 1in
the bhusiness; and then, Tater on, T got in the tavern
business. When T got in the tavern busginess, alveady
the war was full-fledged, gning full blasti. So, I used
to work in the nill from three to eleven. Thet, T'ad
run wmy business from eleven until we closed up. We'd
come home in the worning at seven o'clock and stay up
unktil two o'clock.

Long days!
Well, you had to. You had no choice. TF you didn't do

that, they'd take you in. The voungest we had was two
vears old, and the oldest waz ten. We had four chil-
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dren. T ecouldn't Teave them with my wife. T was

thirty-seven years old, then. Still, yvou had to pro-
duce.
How were the taverns during that time period? Were

they filled up, or was there a lot of heavy drinkers in
Campbell?

The places were open twenty-four hours a day because of
the fact that everybody worked seven days a week,

twenty-four hours a dav. Thet e was no such a thing as
enforcing the law. Yoo could stay open as long as  you
wanted to You could close when ever yvou wanted to.
This was in ovrder to help the war effort. People would
come out of work--lets say they worked at the Ravenna
Argenal, They'd work until ifLwelve o'clock. By the
time +they came home, it was maybe one-thirty or two
nlclock. TF you closed the place up, they would have
no place to relax Thev wanted fthe peoplie o 1elax.

S0, they would come down, and they would stay until
four or five o'clock in the morning. Aud then, they'd
go home. That's the way it was., Tt wes a good idea,
whoever was the governor at that time. He permilted
it. As long as everythinyg gets done, T'm not going to
enforce it,

So, guys were working different shiftas in the Sheet &
tube, getting off at eleven o'clock, getting off at six
o'¢lock in the merning.

You worked seven days a week. There was no Saturdays,
or Jundays, you worked seven dayvs a week. Somebody was
working atll the time. A lot of fellows would work
eight Thours, and if they wanted to work an extra four
hours after elieven until? three or four 1in the morning,
they did that because they needed all the sheet steel
they could produce. Sheet & Tube made money, and the
people made money. Hell, | uged to carvy three or four
checks in my pockel and never have time to cash them.
They'd send me a check T'd put it ia my pockel.
They'd comg up to wme, "You didn't cash vour check." T
was working all the time Tt you worked day-turn, when
you would come out of the mill, the banks were closed.
You go to work in the morning, the banks are still
closed.

Wag there a lot of busy activity arouud Robinson Roead
whon the mills let out?

Oh, yves. Evervhody was making hig money. Nolk bhevause
they got hig pays but because they vut in a lot of
Lime. Fverybody as happy. FEvervhody had somebody dn

the Avmy. T had three brothers in the Aruwy S¢ natu~
rally, T wanted te do everything T possibly could.
Fverybody else felt the same way. There was 1o such
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thing as, "Piss on the war," because 1f you did, yon
got your ears knocked off. Somebody would say, "Hey, T
got a brother in theve." T had a brother in the Pacif-
ic. T had a brother down in Tewas. T had another
brother that was sent home. They told him that he was
a sick man [and that] he had six months 1o live. He
died six months to the day.,

A lot of men died in lthat war

I had a lot of relations that died in the wavr. The
Shirilla hoys, two of them, died. They were from
Campbell. One's buvied in Germany. The other one isg
buried at Arlington Cenetery S0, we have a 1lot of
relatives. Then, T had relatrives fighting on the
German side. They had no choice. They were from

Czechoslovakia and the Germansg Look it over, and they
just took them all in. "Come on. Give them a uniform
and a gun, and go out theve and Ffight " If you didn't,
your wevre gone. You either joined the Army, or vyvou're
going to be dead.

Yoeu really didn't have much choice.

I krnew one fellow--he lives on Columbus Avenue. He was
from Campbell. He fought for the Hungarian Army.
Then, he fought for the German Army. He wag 1in the
Stovak Arny, then the German Army, and the Russians
took over. And, they captured him, and he told then,
"We're not Germans. We have no c¢hoice." 8o, he fought
with the Russiauns against the Cermans. TL was really
gsomething how he managed to get through all that,
although he doesn't know.

How old is he now?

He's about seventy-four ov seventy-five. T broughl him
back to this country in 1950. ¥e was an Anerican
Citizen; but the war started, and he couldn't gel back.
Hig wother took him back when he was a little boy of
nine vears old, Jin 1929. 'The Nepression was here and

all This. Sn, he decided to go back to Furope: and
then, the war started. And, the kid s=aid, "I'm an
Amevrican." "We don't care who you are. You put the

uniform on, or we'll ki1l you." That's the way it was.

How would you compare today, with that time period, the
1930°'s and 1940'=s7?

You've got to look at it at the time Things have
changed so mueb in the last fifty years. Tn them days,
people didn't have the rransportation they have now.
Today, if you don't have a car, you can't go no place.
Them days, you had a streetcar. The neighborhoods were
so integrated that you dida't have to have a car. You
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coutd go to the tavern, or you could go to the grocery
store or the drug store, or the shoe store or tho
clothing store because it was all in the wneighborhond.
Now, things have changed so much in the Tlast fifty
gears. Now, you have these malls, and yvou bave these
shopping places. You have Lincoln Knolls over there.
So, you take (Campbell for instance. We had 2 grocery
gtore on Madison. They had a grocery store on Murry

Avenue. They had three grocery stores on 12th Street
and on Reed Avenue. On Trumbull Avenue, you  had one
way up there, on Deviti Avenue, way up on 14th. You
had stores all over. You ¢an't compare it at all. TE

you needed something from the store, vou wouldn't have
to go more than a block.

Today, 1if you want to go someplace and shop, you have
tn  get 1n youvr cav and go. Things have changed so
much. The avevage person doesn't realire it. T miss
it Dbecauss them days, Lf T had a car, iF T went souse
place, T always had about six oy seven of my buddies
with me. Yon didn't go down the road with one person
Tike vou see now, [with] one person driving a car. You
gsee ftwenty-five cars, you see twenty-five people. In
them days, people utilized things.

They'd have ball games in different parts of the city.
Mavhe four ov five guys would have catrs. Well, you
would make sure that they would help with the gasoline
to gn to those places. When Sunday came around, it wvas
a local aftfair Tf there was a ball game in town, the
whole town turned out. It was nothing to see fifteen
hundred, two thousand people att a ball game. That was
something on Sunday afternocon at three o'clock. Bvery -~
body would he going up to the ball field with a Jlittle
bench so they could sit down and watch. That was
something they had to look Forward to.

Today it's different. You get in the car, and you
drive out to the lake. Or, you dvive out somewhere.
There 18 no such closeness. The neighborhoods are all
gone. T enjoyed it back then. T'm not sovty that TI'm
eighty years old because T think that the kids today
are not as well fawnily~oviented as we were back in them
days. EBverybody was family oriented. Everybody prided
themselves on wanting to be somebody. They wanted to
go to school and become somebody. Now days, it has
jugt changed T have grandchildren and great grand-
children, and T Jook at it. And, T'm disappointed. T
don'lt say anything because I lived in a different 1 ime
era. You can't couwpare today with fifty vears ago. If
you tell a kid to go to Memorial figh School and they'qd
have Lo walk there from the Sheet & Tube houses, they'd
say, "What do you mean T got to walk theve?" We walked
to scheool, and we came home Ffor luvnch and went back.
Now, we baby them too much Kids live a wile away,
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parents say, "My kids have to walk to go to school!"”
The best thing for that kid is to walk a wile.

Parents are very protective of kids now.

Overprotective. Another good thing, 1f T went to
gscheol and T got a paddliag in school hecausse T 2 did
something mischievous and T came home, there wasn't any
such  thing as "What business do you have hitting amy
kidge"

Az a teacher, T see that too,.
That wasg the way it was. The teachers were very nice.

¥ remember gome of the teachers. One ofF Lhem LTived 4n
New Bedford. I used to go up and gsee her, even after I

got  out of school. another one, when T ran the store
downtown, she was my teacher when T wag in  the third
grade. Her name was Patterson. She'd «come over
there. . . - T Jjust loved that woman. She was ust
Tike a mother. She taughtl us everything. The war was
on at that time in Emope. It was the first World War.

She would tell us all ahout it, and we'd be singing
songs down there, "Soldiers pack up your troubles 1in
your old kit bag and smile. . . ." You look back at it
today, and yon figure, "[Myl, how time has passed.”
Tt's kind of sad. dJust like a fellow said to me the
other day, "Where are your friends ai?" T said, "T go
gee all my friends. And, some of them, T never come
back to see again because the last time I see them--
it’s because they're dead."” 7T pay my last respects o
them, So, when you get older Jike T am right now,
people my age . . . there are not to many of us left.
Like T told you, the Class of 1926, three bhoys and
three girls are still Tiving.

From Campbell Memorial.
Yes. Thal was sixty vears ago.

Nid yvou have a reunion?

Never . We never had a reunion. What happened in  our
gitvation . . . the ¢gicrls got married, went different
wWays. Some of them died. Some of the boys went to

different places, and they died too
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Would you Jike to add anything else before we finigh up

here?

I can't tell vou vervy much because if I started,

be here for a
sometime in the

Okay, thank yvou.

You're welcocone.

we'd
week. T'11l be glad to help you along
future if vou want to come back.

END OF INTERVIEW
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JOSEPH A. VRABEI,

Joseph A. Vrabel was born on August 27, 1907 in Vanderbilt,
Pennsylvania. He is the son of Stephan and Vera {(atrnick) Vrab-
@], Eventually making their way to Campbell, Vivabhel's Family
gsettTed on oOxford Street. Joe attended Fairview and Cordon
Flementary and Penhale Middle Schools. My, Vrabel was a member
of the first graduating ¢lags of Campbel]l Memorial High School 1in
1926. He attended Youngstown College for one yvear in 1926.

To 1926, Joe went to work for the Youngstown Sheet & Tube in
Campbell. During the Depression (1930-1939), he worked for 2 & P
Tea Company as a store manager. Mr. Vrahel was ahle to give
reliable inforwation concerning food prices during the 71930's.
During World War TJ7, he was emplioyed by the Youngstown Sheet &
Tuhe Company. He stayed with the Sheet & Tube Company until
1948. From the late 1940's, Joe and his family operated a number
of small husinesses (stores and bhars) in Campbell.

During the Post World War 7T years, Joe served two years as
a «ity ward councilman. He was elected Mayor of Camphell din
1960, sercving until 1265, I't was during this time that Campbell
experienced 1its Urban Renewal. From 1970-1976, Joe served as a
Treasurer and Clerk for the Campbell Board of Bducation.

Joseph was married on Janvary !3, 1929 to Nancy Kennedy He
has three song and two daughters: Joseph K, age 55; Gerald ¥

L

age 44; William, age 53; Patricia, age 34; and Alma Jean MeCnl-

lion, age 58. Mr. Vrabel's special! intervest is enjoving hisg

¢hildren and grandcehildren.



Prasently Mr., Vrahel resides at 2271 Cordova in  Youngstown.

Joa belongs to the St. Michael's Catholic Church in Campbell He

te vecy acltive in the Baseball 014 - timer's League. Mr, Vreabel s

gti11l  very active, planning and assisting where his heln fias

needed He attribuies his Toug Tife to Tiving a ¢lean 1ife

-~ William M. Rish



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

