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MR. MATHAN MONUS

Mr. Nathan Monus was born on Qctober 14, 1921 on the North
Side of Youngstown, Ohio, the son of Frank and Sarah Monus. He
attended secondary school at the Rayen High School, graduating in
1939.

Following high school, Monus attended college at the Virgin-
ia Military Tnstitute and attended Ohio State University. Hisg
post-secondary education was intervupted by the United States
involvement 1in World War II. He enlisted in the United States
Army, serving in the European theater of operations. After his
discharge from the Army in 1946, Monus returned to Youngstown.
He gained employment with the Tamarkin Feood Company. eventually
beconing integral In the leadership of the company. Later, Monus
became 1Involived with Tamco Distributors, was a board member of
Phar—-Mor, and helped to found Phar-bor Incorporated in the
Youngstown area.

Throughout his l1life in Youngstown, Mr. Monus rvemained 1in-
volved Jn the local business community. He ig a past president
of the Austintown Rotaryv Club. He also remalins an active meuber
of many other organizations including the Leadership Youngstown,
Mahoning County, received the Man of the Year Award by Mabhoning
County FEconomic Development Corporation, 1988. [He also] re-
ceived Honorary Doctor of Laws Degree in 1991, from the Youngs-

town areza.



Presently, Mr. Monug enjovs retired life. He resides with
his wife, Frances, at 1380 Vivginia Trall, Youngstown, Ohio and
Jives In Palm Beach, Florida during the winter months. Mr. Monus

spends much of his free time traveling and golfing.
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Rodef Sholom, Rabhi Berkowitz's impact on the
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This 1is an interview with Mr. Nathan Monus for the
Youngstown State University Oral History Program, on
the Rabbi Berkowitz project, including the Youngstown
Community and the Youngstown Jewigh Community, at his
tresidence, 1380 Vivginia Traill, Youngstewn, Ohio, on
June 25, 1992, at 2:50 p.m.

Okay. Could you tell we a little bit about yourself,
[guch as] your childhood [and}] your education?

T was born in Youngstown, Ohilio on Octeber 14, 1221. Of
course, we've lived wost of our life here in Youngs-
town, except Efor the past 10 years when we've been
living the winters in Florida and summers 1in Youngs-—
town. My wife was also born here, so we'vre native
Youngstowners. We Dboth attended the Rayen School.
After that, I decided to go to the Vivginia Military
Institute. I spent two years there. From there, T
went to Ohio ftate University and almost finished when
I decided it was time for me to go into the Aruny. So,
joined the Army and served from late 1942 until 1946.
At that point, I returned to Youngstown, Ohio.

Where did vou serve when vou were in the Army?

In the Buropean Theater.
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In Germany, France, or. . . ?

Germany, Holland, Belgiuvw. First, we were in France,
coming through France. As a matter of fact-—-this 1is
not pertinent--after the war was over and everybody was
walting to go home and I was Jjust sitting around, they
had an Awerican University in Biarvitz, France. T was
called and asked if T wanted to go to Biarritz, and of
course, T went. 1 went there and taught some classes
and attended some classes. I got to be so interested,
I was almost concerned about stayving an ekxtra year orv
so, but of course, my future wife was at the dock
walting for me to get off the boat.

{Laughter) What divigion did vou serve with?

Tt was the 84th Infantry Division, and I don't want to
discuss the war years.

Yes. We have a big cecllections of various war mentions
at Youngstown. What wasg Youngstown City like growing
up?

Well, 1in those days., this was primarily a steel town.
We had no prohlems with smoke. The more sgmoke, the
better the community faired. We had wvarious ethnic
groups living in Youngstown, Campbell, and Struthers.
Many of these people worked in the steel mills. It was
a very, very good place for children fto be brought up.
Our school system was wondertul., The Raven School
graduated more students, and they went to the best
universities all over the country. We had no problens
going into the universities of our cheoice. We weren't
involved in the steel making industry, but it was a
progperous community. I don't know what I could say
other than the fact that it was a great community 1in
which to live.

Physically, what did the ¢ity look like?

Well, a lot of the steel mills are removed, but travel-
ing through the city, vou would see mills almost from
one end of the community all the wav into the other end
and into the Campbell area and into the Struthers area.
There were mills everywhere. But beyond that, of
course, we had some very prosperous areas where some of
our wealthier inhabitants lived outside of the c¢ity.
We were a family of moderate means, so we lived on the
North Side, and we lived in a home that was very com-
fortable. It was not too far from the school T attend-
ed, which was Raven. T could see no place that would
have bheen better for ug to have been brought up than
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the c¢ity of Youngstown. The downtown area was certain-

ly not what it is tbtoday. It was a downtown area filled
with shops that mainly catered to the steel mill fami-
lies, but it was a busy downtown. At +that time, T

think we had about 180,000 people living in and avround
Youngstown. It was a very prosperous community.

Speaking about the ethnic backyground ol the
city--that's sgsort of what T'm speclalizing in for =y
historical studies-~—-like with the Italians settling in
the area of Smokey Hollow, did the Jewish community
settle in any specific geographical center of the city?

I'd say for the most part, it depends on how far back
you want to go. Harly 1900s, therve was a Jewish cowmu-
nity on the Fast 8ide. But from time to time, they
became prosperous and wmoved Lo the North Side of town.
That's pretty much where they are today, whatever is
left of thewm. Of course, many have moved away from the
community.

What did your father do?

At one time, he was in the millinery business. We had
100 and some odd millinery stores throughout Ohio,
Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and so forth. Then wigs
came into bheing, so we transfervred some of these slores

into wig stores.
What was your father's name?
Frank Monus.

Speaking about the Raven School, what was your educa-
tion like there?

Well, there's nobody to compare to Lthe teachers ofF
those days. TI'm not saving that derogatorily. But for
the most part, the teachers in those dJdays were so
dedicated, they tock an unusual interest in their
pupils. T don't know if the teachers are doing that
today, but our teachers took such an interest in the
students that there was no way yvou could not receive a
good education. T can still to this day——that's been
50 eodd years ago——-remember the teachers and heow they
taught us to be geood students. Raven School wasgs just a
wonderful, wonderful school. I'm not gaving that the
other schools in the city were not as good, but T think
without any gquestion that we probably outshined them
when it came to educaticonal advantages. For dnstance,
T know that the students in wy c¢lass and the students
in the c¢lasses behind me, there was no concern about
them getting into any universities of theilr choice.

Do yvou recall the first time you met Rabbi Berkowitz?

d
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Well, 1let's see, we had probably been married about
four or five vears, go 1t probably would be 1952. We
had belonged to another temple at that time, but my
wife and I decided that we wanted to become members of
the Rodef Sholom Temple because it was a Reform service
and we were impressed by what we had heard about Rabbi
Berkowitz. We 1liked the idea of belonging to the
Reform movement. So, T would say early 19505, as well
as I can recollect.

Were vou a member of either Orthodox or Conservative?

Conservative Temple. Our fawmily at one time was COrtho-
dox. Then, we belonged to the Conservative Temple, and
of course, my wife and I joined the Reform Temple.

Could vyou describe the difference between thege three
different types of temples?

Well, fthe Orthodox were the very religious. They ad-
hered to the laws, such as not riding on Saturday, not
turning on electricity, and maintaining a diet of
stirictly Kosher food. Congervative, Judaism was half
way between the Orthodox and the Reform movement.
Reform Judaism was completely different. We had no
dietary laws. When the holidays came, we attended
services, and two hours was as long as it was necessary
to cleanse ourselves of our sins. Tt was just a whole
differenl program. So, we're Llike at the other end of
the spectrum.

T wight go on to tell you that because of Rabbi Berko-
witz, I became a member of the beoard o¢f the Hebrew
Union College in Cincginnati, which graduates rabbis.
From there, I went on the board of the Union of Ameri-
can Hebrew Congregations, which directs Reform move-
ment. I became a member of the executive committee of
that organization, and I'sw stilJl on that board. So,
all of this was really due to him. T should probably
say, off the record, T spend more Lime going to meet-
ings than I do going to tewple. But anvhow, I believed
in it, and 1've been very active ever since.

ITn the time period when you and your wife decided to
move to the Reform Temple, was thig c¢omnon within
people of your age group?

Yes. Pretty much. We all wanted our children to
attend that Sunday School. We brought them up within
the confines of the Reform movement. It's probably
difficult for the Reform movement to accept thls, but
it dis more enjovable practicing religion. It's not
that we do not adhere to our Jewish principles as wmuch,
but it was easier.



Is there still an Orthodox temple in Youngstown?
There is.
Where 1is 1t?

It's adjacent to the Temple El Emeth, which is ocut here
in Liberty. They both sort of operate out of the sane
area there. I don't know how it's worked, but they
have a temple that's adjacent to the other one somehow
or another. T guegs they use some of the common facil-
ities.

With a Conseivative?
Right.

Would the Orthodox be Llhe smaller section of the commu-
nity?

Yes.

As president of the board, could yvou speak about somne
of your duties?

Well, T had Rabbi Berkowitz's inveolvement because it
was through his friendship that my wife and T and the
rabbi and Pauline became very good friends. We used
travel together, and we used to spend a lot of time
together. Se¢, in hig inimitable fashicn, he decided to
advise me to become the president of the temple at one
point in time. Well, first I asked to become a member
of the board. Then, I became president of the temple.
During the course of that, he insisted I become a
member of the board of overseers of the Hebrew Union
College, so T joined that organization.

What are the dutieg there?

You attend board meetings, and for the most part, a lot
of the probklems have to do with the economics and the
daily operation. Then after that and through that
affiliation and some other friends that T've made along
the way, T weunt on to the Union of the American Hebrew
Congregation, which is the national Reform movement.
The duties there are, again, all over again, attending
any hoard meetings. My certain area of respongibility
had to do with finance and the endowment, whatever the
endowment situvation was and how we invested the monies.
To Dbecowme really actively involved, you spend a dreat
deal of tiwme, much more than 7 could really allow
myselft to do. So, T only got iuvolved in certain
aspects of 1t, but the more I tried to get out of it,
the more they tried to et me into it, T guess, because



I ended up on the executive committee of that board.
IT'm not unhappy because it's a pretty high honor, and I
respect fThe organization at Rodef Sholom. I c¢haired
the annual monthly meetings. T established dues prin-
ciples for new and existing members, set salaries for
temple employees, and arranged contractz for the rabbi
and the cantor, was responsible for the continuing
maintenance of Rodef Sholom temple and our cemetery
grounds.

What about Rabbi Berkowitz? What was his persconality
like?

Rabbi Berkowitz had a wonderful personality. The rabbi
that preceded him, that was at the temple for a long
time, was--well, there was no questlon about the fact
that you knew he was a rabbi. He looked 1ike a rabbi.
He acted like a vrabbi. ®veryvbody revered him for that
reason, for the fact that that's the way that religion
should be taught. Then along came Rabbi Berkowitz, and
he was a whole different person. You know, your idea
of a rabbi is somebody that you can't discuss every-
thing with. That's not the case with Rabbi Berkowitz.
He was just a wonderful, wonderful person. He had a
great personalityv. T think that the things that he did
most and that T enjoved abkout him most, was the fact
that he finally tock the hull by the horns and got the
religious community of Youngstown together. He was a
very dear friend of Bishop Malone's. By that, he
became friendly with people of all the various reli-
gions in Youngstown. T think he did more about bring-

ing everybody together than any one person. He was
President ¢f the Youngstown Rotary Club. He was on the
national bhoard of Red Creoss. Maybe you've gotten that
from Pauline. I don't know. Have yvou talked to her
yet?

Yes. T had lunch a couple time with her. We were
supposed to do some interviews. . . ?

Well anvhow, that's the kind of person he was. He was
0  easy going. When he spoke in teuple, well, some-
times you're inclined if vou're a little bit tired to
fall asleep during the sermons. He was go interesting
all the time. Tt was a pleasgure to go there; it wasn't
an effeort. He did so much for the temple and for his
congregates. He was a special person. Anybody that

had any problems or something, he just moved right in
and tried to take ecare of their problems, whatever they
might have Dbeen. Tf you were ill or yeou're in the
hospital, he was always concerned about yvou and visited
vou. T could go on for hours talking about what T
think avre his important faculties, because what he did



to the Jewish community in Younystown, getting it to be
intermixed with all of the other groups was just unbe-
lievable. He started it and continued with it. T Jjust
think it was a great thinyg for the city.

A little more into the temple itself, how did Rabbi
Berkowitz operate the tenple?

Well, you understand that the temple has a board of
trustees. There's a temple board and there's a presi-—
dent of that board, of course. They have a meeting
once a month, so they covered pretty much the problems
of the temple. For the mosi, maybe they were finan-
c¢ial. I don't know, in all honesty, I think the rabbi
pretty wmuch ran the temple, and he did it very easily.
It wasn't difficult for him to do that. Every year, it
was necessary just by virtue of growth te vaise wmore
money to operate the facility. That was somewhat of a
major part of the concern of the board and Rabbi Berko-
witz. Beyvond that, he our spiritual leader. To my
knowledge, it would be difficult for me to remember
anything that would have been disturbing to the older
members of the congregation 1tself. I would have to
think wvery hard to remember anything that would have
been disturbing to anvbody.

We had such a good relationship that it was very simple
to be president, because T uged to take charge oF the
meeting, and he arrange the agenda. That's pretty much
the way it went. He was here for 34 yvears, and for
somebody to serve that long a period is evident of the
lovalty he enjoyed. If there was anvbody that didn't
agree with him on any subject, he was alwayvs willing to
listen and compromisge.

What were some of the major issues, things about the
temple he took care of?

Well, we didn't seem to lack for membership. I den't
exactly remember the numbers, but I think at one time
we had 700 members. The one thing that I think was a
problem—-~0of c¢ourse, it alwavs reverts to finances--we
didn't raise everybody's dues to what levels they
should have been.

We had to make some changes. They became problems.
All these things reguired money. The temple on the
corner of Elm and Woodbine, there were some houses that
were behind it. We made the determination—--this was
during my tenure as president--that we should try teo
buy alil these homes and remove them and make a parking
ot there. Little by little, we did accomplish that.
Of course, all reserve funds were expended because of
what we had to do, but this was necessary. As time
went on, the area changed. We had to use security for



any event at the temple. The tewmple, T don't know if
vou've every seen 1f, really is a magnificent struc-
ture. They just recently celebrated their 125th year.
Tt's vprobably one of Lthe oldest in the United States, I
would imagine,

How did you perceive Dr. Berkowitz's role within the
Youngstown community?

I thought he was extremely well -accepted in the commu-
nity. That's why I think he did such a marvelous job.
Not only as being the temple rabbi, bhut what he dJdid--T
think 1I've gaid this several times to you during our
convergsation-~£for the community and what he accom-
plished to bring all the wvarious religious leaders to
respect each other. We're living iogether, and we
should live together as friends. We'vre all living
together, and it's common knowledge that it's for the
betterment of Lhe community. T think among the things
that he has accomplished during his 1lifetime, T think
this really was one of the most important.

For 1instance, for him to become the president of the
Rotary Club of Youngstown, he might have heen the first
Jewish person to have obtalned that position. Seo thait,
he was Jjust well accepted by the entire community.

What was it, do vou think? Was it because of his per-
sonality or force of personality?

By all means, because of hig force of personality. He
was a very easy going, easy speaking person. He had a
tremendous sense of humor. I don't know when Bishop
Malone attained the title, but I'm remembering early

on. He was whatever position he was in. But for me,
even saying hello tc the bishop was unthinkable. Now,
we're good friends. Really, it's only by virtue oF the
fact that Sidney brought all this about, Oof  course,

things have changed all over the country, but he nade
sure that it happened here.

Speaking about his humex, in all the interviews T've
done so far, this is universally mentioned. ITIs there
anything specific that vou can remember that he said?

(Laughter) That would bhe very hard for me to remember.
T can't remember any specific individual incident. But
he would use humor in his lecturing as well.

Tn my research, I ran acrosg some of his dealings. Do
vou remember anything with him dealing with Civil
Rights movements in Youngstown?
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T c¢an't say that I remember that very well. I'm sure
that he has if you have in your notes that somebody's
mentioned that, but I just don't rtremember anyvthing
about that.

How about the American Red Cross?

I think he was on the national board and probably the
onlty Jewish person on the board, and posgssgibly the
first. I know that everybody in the community wasg g0
happy about the fact that he was on the national board.
It wae Just one of those things where they Lknew the
board would be better for the fact that the rabbi was
on it.

How about, during the Vietnam War, I came acrosse his
name guite freguently, dealing with the anti-war move-
nent:. Are you familiar with anything with that?

I don't remember anything about that. In what vears
wasg the Vietnam War?

Basically, 1964 to 1972.

I'm trying to think of whether or not I could ever
recall him. . . . I don't think he brought that sub-
ject into the temple, if I can remember correctly.

Was the Jewisgh community split like the rest of the
nation over the issue of the Vietnam War?

Of c¢ourse, ves.

How about mediating labor disputes? This has come up a
few times, too.

Yes. I know he was involved in mediation. T think he
tried to do everything he could in his power fto see
that those disputes were not prolonged. For what ever
he could do, he was always there. In some 1lustances, T
think be was an arbitrator in some of the labor dis-
putes.

Right.

I knew that whatever happened at that tinae, he would
have been falr to bhoth sides.

During the Rabbl Berkowitz's tenure as a rabbi from
1946 up until his death in the early 1980s, would you
say that the along with who else would have been the
leaders of the Youngstown community?

Well, he was certainly a religiocus leader, along with
Bishop Malone. The other leaders probably would have



been from the business community. TIf vou'll excuse the
fact that T don't want to name names, T don't want to
leave anvbkody out.

Moving back into the temple, describe how Rabbi Rerko-
witz would have ran a service on Friday night at the
temple.

Well, 1in addition to the rabbi, we have a cantor who
sings the liturgy. We have a choir, and we have an
organist. The service lasts no more than an hour. You
could set your watch by the fact that it would start at
8 o'clock and end at 2 o'clock. The first part of the
service was responsive reading by the rabbi and the
congregation. The cantor would =ing some of the pro-
gram, along with the choir. I don't know if it's
important to mention ovr not, but none of the members of
the cheoir were of Jewish faith. They were hired he-
cause they had such beautiful veicves. It was Just a
pleasure to Tisten them.

The rabbi's sermon lasted anvwhere from 15 to 18
minutes, I think T could always remenmher him sayving,
"If vyou can't get to them in the first few minutes,
forget 1it. If you tried to reiterate what you were
saying over and over again, yvou're going to lose your
audience.” He said, "Tf you can't do it in 15 minutes,
don't do it." & lot of his subject matter had to do
with what was happening in today's news. He was not
always hell, fire, and damnation. That wasn't his way
of speaking to the congregation. He had no problem
discussing his opinion about any situation. That's why
he was so interesting. I'm not saying that he never
reviewed gowme of the Bible. He did that on certain
holidays, but beyond that, he lectured on current
igsues.

Were his services very well ordered? Weve they very
punctual?

When that clock struck 6:00, 7:00, 8:00, whatever time
it was, he was punctual. I don't ever vemember hinm
being late for any event where he was involved.

Nescribe what yvou think Rabbi Berkowitz's impact on the
Youngstown Jewish community was.

I think he got along pretty well with the other rabbis
of the othevr temples. T don't think there was a prob-

lem.

There was no animosity?

10



No, none whatsoever. No. They accepted him for the
kind of person he was and what he was doing for the
community. I think they accepted him on that basis.

A little b»it about the temple itself, Rodef Sholon.
During Rabbi Berkowitz's entire tenure, was there
growth during the entire period?

You mean membership?
Membership.

I would say that he certainly added, probably several
hundred members from the time he began until four,
five, six, ten vears or whatever after he was the rabbi
at the temple. T can tell you that, after he Teft, I
think the temple membership dropped. But, not all that
contributed to the fact that he wasn't there any long-

er. Some of it was due to the fact that some of the
people left town and what was happening to the communi-
ty. The steel mills cleosging. & lot of the older

members leaving for climate changes. $o, it wasn't
entirely due to the fact that he was no longer here.

How about Rabbi Berkowitz's posgsition, as far as the
Jewish State of Israel? Was he a stronyg supporter?

Oh, yes. Yes. He was a very strong supporter.

I've heard a couple of the interviewees speaking of the
other members of the temple not being that active.

That's correct. There was a group who did aot care
whether Israsl remained a state., They didn't support
it financially, because they weren't 1interested. We

did have some members in the temple who belonged to
that group, very few, but there were some.

They didn't cause any probleme for Dr. Berkowitz theve?

No. None whatsoever, not outwardly. No, Dbecausze he
made it very evident that he was very much in favor of
the state of Israel. The tenple had bond programs.
Members would sign up and be responsible for sonme
portion of bend in case of nou-payment by the state of
Israel. Sidney was definitely an advocate in trying to
keep Tsrael strong.

When Rabbi Berkowltz decided to retire from being rabbi
at Rodef Sholom, was there a vacuum of power when Rabbi
Powers came in?

T don't want to get into the Powers situation.

Okay.

11
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T would have to tell you that no matter who came into
the temple as rabbi that would follow Sidney, he would-
n't have any easy rcad. Powers just wasn't Berkowitz.
T would say that it oreated a preoblem for the teuple.
Of course, since then we've replaced him with Jonathon
Brown. He's doing his best to tryv to be a good vabbi.

Do  you think when Rabbi Berkowitz died the ecumenical

developments with the Youngstown cvommunity sort of
stalled?
No. I think they were so strongly entrenched that they

continued. But, that Jonathan Brown has continued when
Powers left.

If somebody had never met Rabbi Berkowitz, what would
you say to them about him?

His appearvance was deceiving, and yvou will enjoy his
humoxr, sgpeaking ability, and his persoconality. It would
be very difficult to describe him other than the fact
that he was all things to all people. In addition, he
did not let us forget our Jewish principles and kept
everyone interested in attending functions. It would
be very easy to say that you're going to meet a rabbi
and vou probably will never meet another person like
him, not only as a rabbi, but as a person. That's the
way I felt about him anyhow.

I remember when he decided to retire, and we were in
Florida. Our daughter-in-law at that time, who was
pregnant, wasn't supposed to be in Florida. Neverthe-
less, the baby was horn in Florida. We'd always have a
ceremony when there's a boy baby, and Sidney was in
Florida, but a good distance away from where we were.
Somehow, I managed to reach him. I said, "Rabbi,
you've got to come here. We have a grandscoen who was
borun here, and we'd like for you to perform the ceremo-
ny." He and his wife traveled several hundred miles to
be with usg. I think if T would have c¢alled him in
Youngstown, he would have come down. That's the kind
of friendship we enjoyved. Tt was several weeks Taterx
that he passed away.

Iz there anything that you haven't touched on that
vou'd l1ike teo add?

I don't know how else I could describe him except to
tell how much T enjoyed the fact that I knew him and
what he meant to me as a person. Nobody cutside of mnmy

immediate family meant so much to me. There's no
guestion about that. We're still very friendly with
Pauline. We established a fund in his name which

permitted us to bring important speakers to Youngstown.

12



I think if [ would search into my soul and my menmory
would allow me, T don't think I could ever remember
when he did scomething that made me angry or disappoint-
ed. Fran and I lost a very dear friend.

Thank you very much for your time.

You're welcome.

ENT OF TINTERVIEW
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