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RON PRATHER

Ronald G. Prather was born in Scuth Bend, Indiana on Decem-
ber 2, 1939%. From earyly childhood Ron displayved an interest in
movies and acting and was active in plays during childhood. Ron,
did several seasons of summer steock while otherwise engaged in
winter seasons in children's theater during his teens.

After his early successes earning his living at Petoskey
Playhouse in summer and Pittsburgh 2lavhouse in winter, Ron
decided to make the move to New York City to pursuerhis career in
1961, Once settled in New York, Ron secured several acting
engagements Off{-Broadway and alsoc touring summer stock companies
emating from New York. He wasg featured in the world's longest
running musical, "The Fantasticks" which opened in Wew York
City's Sullivan Street Plavhouse and is, in fact, still elaving
there, twenty-three years lster. Ron was featured as "The Mute”
and also as the "01ld Acter”™ dn this play and then went on  tour
with it with the John Gavin company. Again Ron did the role of
the "0ld Actor", who is prebably the most well-lovaed character in
the charming show, and whose favorite saying for all occasions
is, "Picture it in Light.™

No motto c¢ould be more appropriate for Ren Prather himself,
as he has proved so consistently at the Youngstown Playhouse,
where he has been employed both backstage as technical assistant
and in the front office as administrative assistant since 1976,
This situation enables him to be availabls for acting in the

gvenings on the Playvhouse stage. Ron has proven himself te be a



steady favorite of playgoers as well as the guintessential actor
not in a league with anyone else hig age. His performances havé
heen of such a rich variety, and his characterizations of such a
broad range that many aspiring actors and actresses as well as
seasoned professionals regard him with both awe and adwmiration.

Mr. Prather i1s a master at British farce, which is regarded
by all knowledgeable theater peopls to be among the meost Jiffi-
cult of challenges in the theater. In addition, he is unsur;
passed at light cowmedy, older character parts, and romantic
leads. In view of this, it is interesting te note that Mr.
Prather states that his interest in theater is deeper at the
regional level than at the "professional” level, as in New York,.
He says this is because he feels that there 1s a more well-round~
ed lifestyle available to those in community and regicnal thea-
ter. It may well be said that Ron Prather chooses to do theater
in a situation like the Youngstown Plavhousge rather than ths
arena of the New York stage, as he has been successful at both
levels,

Ron Prxather travels extensively each summer in Burope, which
is his wmajor socurce of delight. Ron's keen wit, his loving
nature, and dependable personality traits have been to those

lucky enough to know him as a friend, alsc a major delight.

Carcl Mills
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This interview is bzing held for Youngstown Stebe  Und-
versity's  Oral History Projech. Thie dEbe s December
2, TRt @t 90 pem. wmncd T o Interviewing Ronolid
Praatiher, Who 1s @ actor and who does work  dn Uhe
theater i many ovher capacitios & well., Me  ds now
amnployed @t bhe Youngstown Playvhou . The  Intarvlew-
2’ s name iLs Carol Schatfer Mills, and the subjsch
mathaer iz crlled Peoplse in Thester in Ohio.

Alriaht we  are goling o ballk Romn Prather now. He ¥ s
going o stort wiith the beginning of his 1ife I hope.

Thaat  fs @ll riabhbh Coacol you called  me svaryons. L
don’ ' oming st ok . Although T oam ot frem Ohio T bave
Wworkead L Ohio snd with the community theater Tor asboul
four and & held vyesirs st this point. Actually s From
T § e, I owase  bors Thers, South Hend, Mobre  Diynoe
University is there, T weas Dordm in 1939, 1 am 42, marich
T have worked in theater For aboul twanlty yoars.

I Wi always interestad, mainly 1 sUuppooes in mOVies,
[MIaTcrgl I was about ... Well bthe Yirst LDhings T pememiaer
io  about  thres which Jdidn’t have ... ds T say, Trom
vy Toams ool Ui s moving into s nsw
Frome My Tather hed Duilt & gareeges First, whioch  wWe
all they could afford o do, and ¥ odidgn’t really el
smoalrently, scocitdilrg T my grandmotiher, umti L T WE S
glmost  Tive  yesmrs old, st which point T starbted  Lhe
Tirat oreadcee. &t any rate the Tirst sort of exposure T
had  to being involved with thester, sside feom what T
P heard and enjoved things, odd  things I ST G
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In the meantime, it was during Lhe war
it it had anyibhing e do with Lhe war
Uhe  greammar school bhey decided bhat
@l e it themselves agasinst
collect nawsoapers and magazines. Thue
lected the most, The largest numbers of
things  worn  soms sort of prize. ez 1,
fascinating to me, I dide’t Enow vou o
g maEgeas L Do I started go
rredahbarbaod with @ red wasgon and gettd
cart me down Do s dunk ovard and sell th
biving me mavbs $.75, %80 and bthen T wo
arternoon at & movie, hees was o 14t
s, 1 gusss T o was Dhern Derbang Seve
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and The current serial. Arich e 1
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theatar  there, bub 1T bad olanned o g0 toe  the  Junior
collegs and 1 owan Trighitened about even golng around &
commurity  thezater. T oddicn’ © oknow anybhing about 11,
Yo Ko, Lheais mugh. A mnyy rabs T started Junior
collesge and ran Into e oon bhe ‘ D omied ohe geald, F
told Fhem  you were coming ho bhe ter and  vyou Lo
vl in the fromt door, Chere ds & meeting of the  orowp
conmihtag Just cun i oang tell Lhom X tolad wouz Lo
come, Well that wen the end of Junior college and 1
started working there, and my Job on that show was  bo

drop oo oerash oy from bhe grid. That was 1t, oerilod,

15

FAR any rate I worked there hab sensson g SThen 1 WP
vary lLucky amdgd worked with community thester dn noebibe
ey Michigarn, @nd Lhen worked with children’s  theater
i Pt toboprghy., We foured 1)l bthe time. That was great
Fuy Do ogel L at 230 in the morning anad your  makeup
Wwould  we Trozen i

i Lhe bhack of Tthe stabtlonwagor and
irive arournd. But I <o bhivk 1t is fun o work  with
kids.

a

How ol werae you Then

3

T was  elghtesn. A from ohe stook  ocompany 100 had
worked  wibthy  was g Tellow who was studying, as & ...
Well  he wos an undergeadustes student, but it was  hisg
last  wvesr ab Yale, and was directing o productilon af
"Comady of Ervors.”  So I owent there and odid that  show
For him  al @ break i the season. And  Therough  That
then worked through the Pittaburgh Plovbhouss o cosbtume
ing., Lat’s sse, 1 was back and foritn theire, Working,
wWerl praetly  much, yemr round, There would be & weelk
betweern  the shock and fall ssason wibth fthe  olillderen’s
theataer and thamn anoither two weeks @&t the opposite end.
T bhed he chance Then Lo g0 Lo New York and see »n show
o Two.

Yo emrned o Living at this then?

. my Living was from, 1L wasn' b princely, It Yes
st o Peow Toesrned s Living.

That ia very unusual lsn’t it7
. s bBimek omrd forthn. Cartainly at ..

Wowlad your like Lo tell how unusual bthat s fTor s person
o be abhle to 2arm thelr living in the thester?

Weldl it is  extremely LWiasLial, At easoecinlly Dhal
griickily bescayse 1t heppened Immediatesly within &  yesr.
T owan esrning my living, thalt is, wuntil I moved to New
Yok, T took & Little longsess Dhen.

We @31l know aboul theat.

ot
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Foat The poiont of all of it is Lhat atoer WOPking Thers
T thmen oid move to New York and became, I sUpposs, woell
a professional aotor guote in that I 30Wﬂ9d Fouidity and
worksd off Bromdway, did soms tours, oackaged  btihIngs,
Pt I liked community theaber ancgd I bhed Liwved Loy New
Yok, well T lived & hohal of fourtesmn ve s L New
Yordk  bDetore coming here Lo Youngstown. I warntad Lo
ciEnge . 1 thought First Just teo  move o different
@i ment . T hed been Living in one aparitment all thal
Wyl le. Then ¥ ogot & omll, well T fed beoen ol led  on
accasion  from  Youngstown baeoauss Bob Gray  who o woirks
With  the plsyhouse  and  Bentley  Lenhoff, axecltive
director, wera two peoplae T ohad wordksd with sl those
vears before my  first seamson in stock, They  weire
looking  Tor someone and bthey said they didn’t bhink I
woldle e dnterested In the Job which was &g
ot ho o owr designesie, building soeneiny. T saidid  Twhy
ot it sownds Interesting” aind ﬂh@? io why I oame.,
P, of  courase, T obad maet, Thirolgh rnowing  HBob  my
intervieweress, 1T 1 should osll her that Carol, T et
mel it New York several Times. B on coming  hers 1
Krgw several poeople who wordked with The plavhouse and 1
like community theater, T Phed liked 1t betors and &
still  do. T thdnk 4t 45 ... Lthere 1g muach nore sense
o, wWell I osuppose you oall It os commpunity  spdeit.
Because people don’ i have o think about thelr  livell-
hooad in the sense this can be the woirk they  considee
merlaldaly Dbun They onn aloao hoave T, Ty Mo wWhiais
they  are  dnvolved Tor, T omesn 40 beros o pasriod of
frimer. Four weaeks rohe @1 o Tive, Three wasks oF b
L, or Four, o Tive., Feoom Dhe obher end of Dhe sitick
vou are looking abt it from New York, or somewhers  @«lase
Tor example, that is where you are earning youwr  Living
mrcd parheans you soerd Tour e o ranearanl o andd mayhe
word  onarn and maybe you don’ b, Then youl have no o Jaob,
you have no incomng, and you start from soratoh avaery
3 mes . Thare o pever o, Bhere 1o no such bhing  as
tenure or, you lunow, o btwenby year gold waboeh or any of
Tiveal
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I would like vou to point oub, Deomuse Yol are  very
conversant with that problem, while you sre on Dhat
aublect,  Just how very flimsy that is and how that  if
vold  ddo, you krow some of bhe sxpariences yolr bervs head
Wi certainly ocountless friends of youwrs and acgusint-
arices When vou o hsve s Jobh i New York o keep WAOHLAT
seld alive and to esrn & living oo Lhalt yoll apan ouinsue
e ; ety it becomes A @monstrous  oocanion
Because LF vouw give all thw time to bthe free Uhing  you
are contribubting o gelb dnto The Lhe 2t e oL WGy
abyoiat youy™ dota, Juast gort of explain That whols oyole
of  macdheass  LThat  goss on there and why  there  Is no
relaxation Like there 4o 4n s community thealer,

FPart of 1b is Lhe compastition, to begin wiih, s greste
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ol Hundeeds of peoirle Tor eavery rale instead of Len,
paerhmps twelve, Bat more dmoportantly s Tthe fact Uhal
vl obviousiy hﬂve got Lo work to earn m Living. Mot
yften you have to work during the dey, bul 47 you  work
during the dwy vour can’ b look For wordk in the theater
hecmuse your dave have to be fres. G ovoal work at
g, mnd ovou workk ot niohib, oand then vou have tao gel
LA . S0 yvou mre spending hwenty-{our hours o day andgd
voul are dealing  very often, not alwars,. bub very oflen
v i g o Gry To el san agent. Moy 0T whiam o s
lutely mothing asboul btheatsr sngd dealimg Wwiith Dhem ocon
e ferribly Frustratinag. Beamuse @Y neve o fele
IRTSTION =i LT Uhey weire ho accent you, They ofter o’
kiiow ow o eragsasnt vyou or ey o sell you ofF evéen o
sugaesth Lo vouw, 17 vouw don’t krow, how best you  should
Frunction for yourself.

Coala wvou mxninim D erCaline MO O vione bhat i The
soeries of irterviews and T think 4t is a veluable © %1% 1%
o be recorded? The fact hat, Like you say, oaent s
dorn b Eiow what voul are doling or what you  ars about .
How I the name of anyviohing thess agents gsel to Do
maents of peolkle Dhat are actore and withouwudh haviong any
camaraderis Wwith Them o any Kind of frisndship and bow
vty iFTicult it dis Lo speak o an agent, to  getn: S
o bawer bvlm take your plotbuaee? The whole goana
vl couid do thet, Decauss I baven i cowvered
L}an éﬁﬁ all?
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It 1s ddf7ficult beocause anyome oo ecoms an, agoeni. Ky
Ehink th@re is, I dorn’i krow bthis, I othink there  ara
¥

some  adalifications. Wrat They may be I don’ o Kmow.
it artainly, ot necessarily, sy qualidtications  in
arms of themtar or thestor lnowledoe. Thaere @re  Just
so many poople bhat 17 vou hang up g sign and sany agent
VoL are irusindated, ama They mea Miaver @ oot la of
Trilends  and Chwey may <Koow someons, or bthey may bhava
Worked me @ sscrenary, or something, bto anotbwr agent.
S bhay learn bThese Uhings and They HEr SOomeone come In
Wi, mayne ey Lot somaons They Think is  talented.
Then they bDroneh out on thelie own ancd  plock e Chat
person heacause they know LThey are going to moke
Which  means bhey sre goliog Do make mongy. Then
bulld there own stable, as 1t were, snd tSthat 4
mueh Lt

"
i

The minuts they have soms strength, somé powsyr, Lhan, ..
Which is wndeerastandablo. T bhe same way 1 osn undeyr-
srand & producer, or svern @ director,. Ly the time they
Mave seesn 600 peonls For ons part Iodon’h it el ir}%i ey
wyver pemanber what Thay were looking Tor o begin with,
Yeus o keow U dis overy diTFLoult Lo always remembar who
YU werd, o Wwhy you werse thare, o whethsyr  youl  fell
Gowr, o sang, or stood ue, o had g Limp o, you krow,
Lhey  dust sdoply omn’ Toremember, i mighl Wi

E0T




caating the lagh perosorn That they wanbed baocmuss o :
B0 GO L., Bt bthen eagulty as well, getting  an

)

That ds why 1 thick L6 would be ..

god ity oEerd

Togot wery annoyed heascing people on talk shows who @
established people, not only froem this countyy bub fron
others. Theire simply is no placse o young preople
trerdre. But that 1s becsuss they are Lthe  very
Who refuses Lo recognize community theaters, andg
Troroughout the country and they heass community OF
@t bhey dmmediately bhink of bhat as like an old Juoly
Gar-lonog  movie, or in & bars you koow an aermy
Trnsteond of looking into it Lo see his i
Taeility here, and thers sre obthers In The country.
Ehvimk it would be terrifio 47 bthers couldn™t be  some-
i A condunction that would offer o professionml
gror to e avallabls, net Lo the exclusion, put to
woirke  in conjunctiorn with the community  Thember,
LThist @e peonls lsarned ard developed in bhe community
theater they could move in, perbmps, into amallsrs roles
in thes professlional ares, gain an saulity card, and when
thay fali they waers resddy oF the peopls from whom  They
Wt lemrniing Felth Uthey weres ready ond wanbed Do go of 7
to  New York, they could be sent off as an souiby  maeme
baeni~, Mot thal st Le o any special bteeal, it s dusi
Lovow can’ toget Anto an sudition withouh  an
Tt would be, I pean I wouwld  likes
commuinity thesater bhe Tthe first to do it
I ang of bhwe oldest angd  numbhsrs one, I
in terme of membershis. in The counbtry.
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b e
uncersla
e wor Bhilnk oerhbabs bhat you might e able Lo Imole-
ment SUGh @ Dirogram?

T odon’t kimow Lhalt 1 osn. It has been bieied  in bhe
Pl Dhat Lhere weas @ Dhreath el oon Uhw
i ohargs, 0 the degree Dhal They  @ro
mambars  of the board, and thoat sort of thing 2

i

woidlal, i woLllo work sgsinst bhe  oommuanit
rathaer Than witih. In other words Ly aidn’ ¥
sonstning Like that coming in and supplanting
Macd mlreaddy ciabald ohed srnd worked Tor, NIl EEs
nnderatood Lt, wosn’ U the idea at all, trat Lo @i s
abet what  we smlreasdy o, I odust bhink it would  be
vary helpTul, T Ghink L wold bihen, @ms o well, @t 1w L
L would hope, make peopls more awsrs Thatb There are
community UTheasbers that @are very. .. Ard There &re 2
iRexe Gt wWonderTully talented paoples syroung, sl thet
There @re places for peopls to btrain and therse are soms
versy good peolle hralning bhem. Tt is only  thst  vou
leave YoungstUown, o you lesve whabever oity, ard oo Lo
New York and there are InTinitely more, @ larger ouinbeas
T wad actors L Mew York simoly becousne Uhera are an
infinitely largsr numbaer of people,




Would vou tell somsthing about that btoo?  About, T kroow
k3 don’ noknow whalt ovouw Teel, bubt T Tfelbt dismay. ez
volr!l  Toundg out Mow meany inoomnostent, untmlontedd, Laacrlo-
luanter posople werw involved in peoductions In ths mecon
of thenter in Mew York Ciliby. -

Well, 1 ia i T il and LU ls difTicuwlt for ong
rasmsort T aupDose ., Pr-ior Lo goimg there you  have tThe
ide thah it de bhe ltimats, and Chat is  what L
e xRpeoil . Vaory o ofhon hobtolly disillusioned andg L. K
woldld  arbens Dhe same Phiing. Jusi s0 many ;)c- i 1
Thers are those Tolk whose resml Sslant hms nothing to
do  with bheilng on s steage, Lt has Lo Jdo with f}urm;nu
farcd e Tomesn Dhey are able o charm Shere  way  Into
agelth o offices, charm thelr way into contracts,
Their way dnto all of this, And they got on thes @ @
and they aren’ t nearly so charming. T msoan Chey  don’ U
Psave L. . their tolent lies in gebting thse  Job, off
ey don’ b keep b, bubt ofboern they do. Whereas 7 youl
miaht v There might be somsong Who would be o Truly
woncer Tl , well  trained actor who would never  geb 0
r~““*ar1r~vm o show 11 beoemuse e oocan’ bt gest Through the
agenls door  beocsuss ne s nob going o spendd  elabhil
Emurm mocloy and,  voll kRoow, bhaeling adorabhle %nd cutae  aind
Trvvit ing For  cockiall oot iees, EETRYS il Ly Liyesm
rreserta, sand running around town, and meetiling every-
o, and Knowing everyonss name, and whalt show Lhey are
ClorLrig, sl what tilne Dhey g8t up, and  there  favorite
restarant, and baing theare at the right ftime, and  &ll
that kind of thing. To me it s Like begeing for  woaick
ety T ot <o many of the Dhings, wihloebhy oo slso be o
CLT e, An awTtul dlot of peopls speind thers Tims study--
i wery waredd and Lhest oo wheat UThey want, and  Choy
icidiertly b norevar sy dorn’ b know bow Bo dn sy e
Thing else., Gy, vom@famev it pushss peopls  Who o ke
1ike thal irnto  work that they  miahbt ot othsrwioce
achisve becmuse They simply don’ i Linow bow Ho go any-
thinmg elae,
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Wexl 1 Yol Ko, wesld @il T Pwves sioerh 1o 15 of Times
Talking Into the wee houwrs aboul bhow we bolth Found that
we con’t heve The fLype of personality Tthat is reauired
to be rejected 150D Dimes @ monbh. Al we Tound 1t
pointliess, bording, hurt7Pul, and many other things, PaTalw:
Firelly Juﬁt couldn’t cope wilth it, o didn’t wish Lo
cope Witk L vouw kKnow?

The rejeschlion s difficulin. I dor’ it mind the rajection
s ety Yrom o auditdaning for someons andg they  ore
sy g Wer 1 1 veral bimes T baywve ﬁM..A(:iii‘:iomﬁt‘z‘ ot
krnowing what the part was., perbhaps being olven & minuie

o LWo o ook over e BRI, Thery oo 1 ?z:z\fa} e
th SN, argd the director or st th( mgegier, T
that happened to be bthe person savs, 10 sorry  Todon’ i

Lhink vou are rhaht for thlsl” I have ortﬁm agraad and
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said, "Fine, I don’t think I am.  Well, I would
ItAT ovou wousld keepn ome inp mind In the fuburs,

T ohanoe Dhat you ore doing another  play. Pearhaps

T iz somebhing in that nlay.” b I odon’t necese

; Liloer erdime pimetacd by someond, §odon’t omre iF

are nlne o g hundred and seven sibtbing i an

£

A,

ne ldes what Tthey  &re Palking

otdber offiose, W TR
Aol .

Heusn® t evern seor whsth you osn do.

O ot only that, or amvbody else T bhink, youd o ko,
Al Thg union Ts veilry i i oo, it is so wesk
arnd it s oso, T omsan working with bthe "Fantasbioks”
Whery L was of T Brosdwsy et one point L had o be, T
wWasi L ave Lo bDe, b U owes welaeched Do be bhe i

Of the COMDEMY .

seatarscad i

Fxplain what a desuty does.
1

Responsitols  for  any problems in terms of mersgemnmet
With any achor in thes show. T owmn e Uhat  an achor
s & compl@aint, it cen be that the mansger  hags &
comblaint, It is the responsibilibty Then of bhe deputy
oo ogo bo oo unidon, the agudty uniorn, and determine how
Chings  are weitten into the contract so that you Kiow
Who 1a dn the »iaht or the wrong, and iron bhings ol
Jusst @s owmounion, probabhly .. Timer ity pwreody L
fanding someone @t equity who knows what The rules
e, That 1o the difficulty.

Pogs g oreative e Tort 1 think perhaps what we Fournma out
to our chagirin, hers s something that s creshive,
certainly that wors o ovarused bul acting, you know §f
coes cedulire @ little it of creabive shiliiy, s I

Fiaag been bheosuracrit i
i

b
A
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wol until 4t Ads so business Tk,
I A5 Dt R i TRV S T

el
i

SNt ihoda @ business. Thot is ... T get angry ofhen
ith  somebimes direchors o more ofTbten producers wing
sEy Bhat sactors are idiobts or bthey sre stusid ared They
o't know anything about business, or anyihing of Lheat
limg. Davicd Meriock was @ producer, that 4n oasny ways I
mdmicred Decsusse e oid s 1ot of oommesn thestaer buob
i kimew L was aoling Yo make money. He Liosed some of
that money Dhean Yo present things he koew weire golng to
kver gl lures beoosuss bthey wouldn®™t be % g el d o,
putxiicly. T mean to bthe gensisl public 16 wants
constantly  oome ... bub I alsoe Teel Thet, T

definitely Teasl, thalb it is o business, It is like Th=
commuinity theataer right here, We emve to oo conedies,
wer  hove Lo oo ohings Like That. T odorn’ bt know  why  we
can’ plso do & colple of things wiithiln o
take place Thalt are, that pasrhbaps everyons
to o lilke. Mot that everyvons likes oomedi

e
G
v
o
e
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-
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I
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tederts Do oodrrblyide golng e coffers have Lo e filled,
Al We herver gob Bo do 4L Dy dolng bthos T Angs IR RTEER
mavhe I odon®™t L. U Find mothing wrong with Nedll Simorn,
Tohmppen Lo Like 1. T omisy @ lob of comedy armd Ioolay
Y RBut I would occasionally Like Lo do  somelbying
i bhery hat, S, wWonld T guess, everyons sl

P
ERET RN E WL I L 88

No T dort o Bhink evervone Wwould, do ovour
Well many. Parhmps Nobt averyorns,

T findg that @ mnever anowerable gueshion. ol T krnow
people like voursasl?, Ghat have suchy o undaue tmi&mt in
o mEyY Erens,  @inagd Yol ocan Ting more satidafying work
et 4 Olhvio than what oyou Pourngd in New York 31 theater
by mrwd learge oo Tar ags acting paris oul. ‘

Well, 1 supposs, eoxceph that I was & Littles d
el I uiun topuditiaon, 1 didn™t go, T aidn’
Just wasn’t dinterested.

Tin NMew York?

G wmll o of the shudd. T cant
e Wl Tors L. i s Just abugff., Tt
?WMH toanyhhing to do wibh what you wilitimstely want 6]
ﬁghLQV$, or at least work btowsrd achisving. T worikasd
wpdl e #1 ot in New York, I dig somes worlk out o Pleaiy
Yo,

T oJuet refused Lo go thyeol
!
i

Plinbke ot s oel

-

) +

Terll some of the oroduections and things youw did?

Werll, bhe only actunl oroduaction in New Yopk, T omesn L
wordced Wwith Eaulty Library Thester andg did some scenes
and  cuttings for @ direchor and chorsographer’s .. T
dan’t remember what they o) loed . Sermingi OF Some-
thing, andg I worked of f #roodwesy L0 "Foantasticks,”

Could wou s¥xplain that bobth of those mre very Dresti-
gilous Things? Peoplse 1) mring Lo Uhis mey ol resnlize
thet.

A5 Lhe mﬁsistant stage manager in "Fanbastbicks”, plaved
The mute, and T glso ploayved the old actor, I touwred
Witk the show o some of the besth and well knﬁwﬁ @ lorg
the sastern coast and in New England.

Tell someining aboul that show?

Alout the Ufants

Yesn, becsuse 1675 @ phanomenon.,

Of Lewe, brue Ih is, Ih operned in 19680, T belisve, and
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in bhe longest rﬂzrwairws ﬁuﬁ“ii)E] in tiwm‘ Ly
Mistory of the theate "Mousstran® I+
SO G is nob & muxlcai, o e only ot
Faas run Longes, Arwi it Ao o@m oamall ...

!w whiich of

aaber. Iim T
}?r
e vy oyt

But it dis the same theatee?

Sl liven Steest Thoeaber?

Tiwe  wseame bhester on SUllivan Strool. T L5 ETeTaINAN
125, A chsrming show, Ard peoRle Liks 10 dr ... Well,
whery 1t opened 1t was rather avani--garde. v, =% this
o it is oot bhat et all. Bub there are pasople who
camne thers whaen they were enogsged and they come back on
heir  wedding anniverssyy svery Yoo, o mhey  come
ey Mew Yeor o Eve,

They bring bhelr btesnoage Kids?

1 ¥

Rigrt, and they have gsean b dozens of tTimes.
e vour waert on The star pockadgs, as wWe
e oty g Jobirr Sovidn, T think, wes Ths
paclkage ., How Long werse yold o chal boure?

b

We were ot Tor Ten weeks,
Tell shout o bour, somae of She Dhiings vou. ..

Well, row  Theat tours haepened to e .. L have  never
doe what o is cail@d s s ard Lruack, wWieie Yol Cin
oftery play one nialt or bwo pdiohts Dnos town arna That
sort  of thing. This was, @as Tar as T was  concernesd,
except of cowrse ... I should have Findshed the  First
sertanog, Wdoh as Tar e 1 wess concerned was a worne
clear Tl e o spend & summenr. Geling WE Were im
Lerrific theaters and beaut iyl manosgement, Wee plaved
i oweek st e Dime, eoch of bthe different Dheabesrs. Good
tranasoortation, el d vl mr achvesimegs sy, 3 i L AR TR T
director, and his Job dis o move abeead of the company
s areranags Tor lodaing, a@areangse Tor ohe sel and BOGT
ary . anc costumnes, anad lLights., Mot costunes, we Travel
wWwith those but lighting and everyihing o be paady. B
that when  yvou arcived all ovou odid wes move  into bhe
snot that had besn ohosen Tor youl. Youd sl one
w&hmﬂwqml, vour dayas wesre free, and you  parformed ab
Fiah . G bk yc;ﬂ coulo ses Dhe oolnbsy side, T bl
never boen In New England and one of the thoeasters, as o
matter oFf Tact, we plaved was bthe Dennis .. It is  din
Drerind o, Masgmohusetts, 1 @am not sure i1 1o bhe Dernnis
Tiheaitar, But Hernry Fonds, and 1b s a wvery old theates
obwiously, vary well sstablished, and Bette Davis were
vshers  and aporenticesn here yveoars ago. Bo e whole
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Mew Prgland ares was lowvely, ond it was o very nlos
SLUNME .,

2

Bt some tours airen’ D othat oomfortoabh e

Oy, o
Whare youl hmve o sorounge your own lodoings?

Like the Universihy of Syraonises, An T was leaviong o
Froiernd ... T aosked where he thought e would be starying
@ ke spid, T oam staviag abt the Hilton.' I had no
Toiesm how e could afford o dao that. 2t I G aooveirtad
ther  MHiltorn had nwthlng to do with Conirsd. It wan  one
of the only bulldings in downbtown Syraciies tThat  hadn®t
ngrepiy Daloon owver Dy The renasws ]l 2erogiram. It was in Lhe
miclcle of, shall we say, the red light distrlcot, B e
gl Littles  roomns and we keplb Chings like &  hhesd  of
letiuge, el mavormaios, andag bologns, and han o Lhe
window sill oubtside. e made sdndw1che5 st might and
plaved curds and things of thoet Kiod,

X remanbeir T omat @ man on s tour once Dhob HETZ I ST M 3
SELon W over ... He lived in e book TR ShHOom Whare
by i bhe scenery and Uhe il oand hanmer dapart-
et . He moved inta that room bDoecsuse be it wan
bt benr Lhar bhe actor’s bolbel. Ard e put s big woodan
siagr U over 4t that said "Tarsrbulo Aros” From b
Stireel Cor Named Desire” and o spider hanging over Ghe
[eTeToT ol Mozt ly 1 heve seosn those kinds of places to stay
i, more Than The obtheirs.,

e

Exeaothly tThst, yen.

think many  Deople
oy locdaing.

i docdging Doo.

YoaLd Ty Wl
i; that sohors ray e

don® bt oreal

e

Oy, indaead  That is bros, Feitiity does ceaildrer, o
exammle, 7 vou are working ... Well, let’ s say minimum
or dust smbove thet, the management muast Turmisah, €5

— N

Tind lodgings Tor you within & cerbtain price rangs.

1 E

At ey o™t Msve any complications on Lo My
T mess .

Not Ususlly the dressing rooms

bl stage  are ... Well, nob auite as geand

might  think. Tt ds dnterecsting sometimes in @ 5l :
tion  like Uhat when you are In & smallish  bowns, it
doman’ Towmsthaer the size. Bt someone iy comns Lo saes @
shoi, werd 4 in & situation like this  ithere T'm  surs
there  ore some peonile who osme tTo sese Jomn
meaan Dhaty may bhave been Dhe only raoson.,

enddm. i

Just Lo ses dm?

12
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#Aric may have been the only bime they had evor baen
o G, Then the bthestsre looks wvery sbbractive and
711 bhab, ardd they come backastage, and The Lok owver:
thedr fFoces when they 3, YOLD Ko, @ colgelse of b
lightbulbs, paint peeling, and all of  That Kiod of
tdma., Thero remlly dsm’t anvibhing weong Wwith 4t but T
think  they expwut e backobnge oolald e nore g
Tohiarn Wbl they #re sameing oul Tromi. it i
irtersarotum aort of situstion.

Wall vyou  know what one of your  Déest  characters youl
playved, the old sctor In "Foanbgsbioks" . Pilctwes ib in
Light, you know. That is w1dt your supbosaed o do oalld
fibver 4 dme, Bubt b gets Rind of Jdifficulit o do atter @&
while, dowasn’™t 147

£}

We L1, and There are furmy thirngs. I am anussd atb Y Ooul
tmlking  abouh peoples, I shouldn’t sey bthe aan dossn®™ L
kiow anyithing about thesn L, X never evern melt The o nang
Bl Just how strangs things bappen. Whern I workesed ab
the Undversity of Syracusse Chis comnpory worked in what
had  been @ movie bhouss, an old movie houses. Pt Jusl
o thalt was o beandd new Theatesr departmnent
that had  beogn bilh and aspoaecently the  bheod of  The

] -~ dupoartment designed The bhullding. The: stages
Waxs 9o pooirly designed bhat 1L was almost Useless, ot
It didd have o o] s orehesters pit. However, ey
wut the buildine up Tirat and bthen the couwldn't gelt Ghe
alavator eqguiloment into the building. Do the pit never
roses, ot lowseed, of did anybbhing of that lkind. It
Just s@t Lhere. THinking ahead perhans might be worth-
while in some instances.

That is o btveloal story dan’t it? T would Like wvour  to
tell bhe diversity of roless bthalt vou have played slnoo
vour have come o Youngstown, Ohio. Your ragorad do Uhe,
well I would say, bthe Toremost actbor st bl Younmgsiown
P loynolisngs Dy My , WAy, many  people, Moasthly WL
Versathllity what L3 commnsnbed Lon. How  did yoi
Ty, or it @mll come naturally, to do Tthat  many
types of roales thal »wou o

Wall the training cams reslly fron working. T think
Lhere wre  Things voul can leorn and things that you
Just e Well, vou scoumudlats things and yol put 1 eEm
Togethaer arnd Lhey Gcome oul, o they don’ i, Preytdes ez
besi, Bur o worlk in o situstion in atoclk, wWhsrs  youl
rehearse o show dur-ing She day and you play a different
show  at might, and you bave bo lemrn & nsgw show  every
five davs, Tor Len weaks. Yo learn many bad  habdits,
Bt you, wmlne Lemen how o oulb sopsthing bogether  very
guickly. The: naxbt syxperisnce was Lo work  with  Lhe
chillcrern’ s theater, as I talksd about, Whera we  woiald
only  rehesrse 8 woek, DUt owe wolad olay Tor Four o




P

Five weelks., Tt would e fascinating Lto Ting yoursaelf
in the middle of & sbage wloying the sons shiow Tor ERRTS
i

R

thirtieth time and wondsr why you bhad delivered a  1lins
the way yvou slwsve hod, why Lt never occurred to vou to
cin momebhing e lsne, Pacalas vou nevaer had Time bo Think
abouwt AL before, "FPantasticks” I playved for, off  and
o, Well, I think Tthe longest sbreteh at ong Llme was @
1ittle  owver  Dwo yeors, Pt youw  do loairn JdiFFerent
things from the different ... from a shori reheascsal
pariod o s long. T o Is ddfficult nmow L. Werss i {43
ol when X1 First camse here Lo gel wccostumed o @ Fivo
wirelk el fod again. Becauss T had o slow
GOwW ., Thern  yvour  don’ bt oolay bBhe shows. Your play &
werakend and then you have Dhiree days off. Youd have Lo
plok  yvoursel?  back up so bk vouw are oot Just ..
voul cattt ospend the first oerformance getting resddy Lo
i Lhe obher one, youl now, you ve gob Lo be. .. [REREN T
it wloy. ot sighteern., peopls whoe were sixbty and  thatl
lirid  of Ehvivg. I did musd i g The  thierd, "
fourth, show I did wss "Taming the Shirew. e, vard
comaedy, and musicals, and Shakespesre. So thabk i WIS
Just having the ooportunibty.

51 485 L

Werll, Dthe opporbtunibty and bBhe balent.
Arnd gome awiuily good beople to worl with.
T owould like Lo assk youl whai you hink aboul Dhat jcien

of what they oall talent? v opposed o bhedng  brainsd
by tachniaus  only arnd bolng bteuaght in EEAT#BE Piow oy

e

st . Do yvou think the one can eéxiost, bhat you cean turn

out s compaetant actor, devoid of tmlenty

Mo,

Walild  woul Lo spank aboutl That? DBocsuses
them  aseoarently think that 1t can bes done. ZERPCYC:
Lot of peowle go to school tholt are, you Hnow, havs no
apilitvy whabsoevaer, bub bthey have The monay Lo go Lo

acting school.

True, True . There is & lob you San leayrn. Tink
Chere oo some oo le who omn oo Into o situstior atte]
Vaks Classes, Tor example, g Jesmrn all bhe peadie
manis ., Learn up stage, down stage. boemicry sl of e
Loally techniowl things. Aut I think it is no
difFveraent From lesrning to ride o bilcoyvele o sometiying
oF Thaat ind. Yau ocar try Tor nine yvesrs and yolr o osn
b sy o bhe Gioyoele. You laori how o hold  bhe
Bene s, how o work the pedasls, but then (6 is up o you
o ide Chwe bicyole. Thern it is up to your i

I
i

B

o rmide Q%
cowrn e atrest,  srd go e s down hiille, and Turn
corners arnogd all LDhat, and remain wupright, I Lhirde e

same  Thing Ls Lrue of acting. Youl oo lesry bihvils 1o
stwge leTh, rlahht, up, down, back ang Tortin. ALl ofF

13
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those bthings plaving in the arena, andg you beve Leaned
g1l of the techmical things. Byt wou have To o ihen
Thwey @ice a3l )l In Che bDack of your arlodd. Tt no longer
Mes arnyithing to do with going Lo hoave o do s performe
T, Tt do here, and you need bhem, bul Lhen i is
your turen o do The show, Ared some people bevond that
vy 11 hey woark .. They nesd, I Think somoe
meople need & kind of thirg, ¥ hate to usse, T owon’ i use
the word byt They need Lo sihudy wiith someons Like ce e &
Wi ll saEy the method, Straussbhurg. They nead The ki
oF sort of pualling oul Toom within hemselves in g work
SO0, WOk clmas tustion before Thaey £t @ve, LRV E S
vk e bo smllow bthalt Lo freely flow. They Pwave  ho g0
through & whole other L .. So Lhal somesorm might, Troin
Lhat strictly technical point of wview, initially spepess
as Thowgh they have no mt all bhul they need that
fax faweding At owil of Lhan. Others, L odon’t think, ¥y
matLer what you Jdid ...

.l

Well, I think of vou ms o nabuwral actor who also has oo
o lished toeohrnigue., Bul T don’t think that is  comnmon,
I gusss I0m oanory, Frustrabed  angd T owanted o Kioow
Pow  youw felh mbouh b, i opposition bto theat 47 you
Frisves : To nomale bhalt say thay are achors and thaw
Feds O motors s They are ol actresses  andg Lhey
Prevears Wwill bhe. Ti iw like maying you are @an alrplorne
pilot and you dor’t krnow how To Fly s oplane,

Wer 11, pitecisaly Lthal. T hate bPemvinog o Dring by New
York Ut it woeulcdrn’t coour somawhasre elase necessoaridly.
Herw in Youngstown, Tor example, if you ask scomeons wihoe
might  we playiog bthe leasd in the play, | What yvou o dow’

el 1, T work  with Baell Telephone', o "1 Wk

Wi Tl v e ey Dt dm New York A7 bthey were worlding  with
Bell T :

i

srdyare Lheey  Wwotild y O, ITmoan sobor. T,
e vou doirsg edaht now?” "Oh, IT'm onob dodng
a1 riaht e TPm oworking Wwith Bell  Telsphones,’
mo drdving s ook, "Well, Uhen you  oarse & o«
Ha You kinow bThal is whal you are doing, you aire o
gdriver., You muspire Lo e, sng your ooe o e by
@i the moment you are sooob deiver "
mothing wrormg with Lhat?

a3

Youig Kiow there o

7

Mo, Bub 16 Iz owvery twaed o Tind peopls o Just sasy what
Thaey  do. T Taured At wery fFrustesting in et almost
ninety percent of the people thal 1 would mesb would be

wetors, At T knew they weraen® b, T don't know 1F Yo
met Lhat many bhul T know 1 gl

Oy yes, many, many ., many. gt 3 adnire @lso an awful
o of peopla. Now, Tor example, I don’i even ra
FIAMS S, At ds vt imnnc st Do, bul some paeopla thatb 1
REPECSh saw perform oocoasiorsally, ohby bhey might sing &
aong in a restadrant or somebhling. Mayvibe somsons £ g
Chaem ot your Lables or whatevaer, and bhey woluld  oome

PP YER




L

over  and they really were nob very good but 1 don’i
kimow that bhey knew i1 Put acide {rom doing Just that
they foung o Littls wlace and thay got a growr of Kids
ogetiher, or people, bhey weren b oall Kids, ard they
adid shows. THey woltld do meavbe @ cul down version of oo
muslomi . They oia s the work and they praesented thean
prd Thoy werent b aak ooy money  raeslly, oLl Lhey
wantad To weirk., PO ol oo ang ses somaebthing like
that, and nob oriticize 1L in the way LDhat T would s
Bromdway show that was Just as bad as bthat. That cocost
5% million g cost me 25 to get In. It oian oifticals
o wnderostand 1T you have aot o Drosdway thester, Uhyes
tvezoyh pecnle bDhmb your osny Find, snd $2 millon, how  you
crn’ vt see somewhore in eloht weeks that 1t odon’t overy
oo,

W

-~

bt
it

Y
ty

i

ey d

T'm constantly ammzed,

T s hard to wunderstongd bhat.

Well, T guess 1h 1o bacause the pgople going intoe 16,
that were the backers, the psopls bhat have Lthat  money
et s wo imporitent, they Just sren’ i awere of what
in  reauired  and they furnish the money wd Theaen e

£

other poopls beke licernseo

it.

O well, that is bDirue, yvan, T mean bhe backers perihhaes
dort’ ¥ ki, Some do,  some da ot Bt once The momey
in given they have nothing Lo say, ulbimately. But it
g6, it is Junt bhord o guite  compirenend Thnt ey
Wwould't see somebthing was wWirong. Bat of oourse, Do
e Those Limes Too whern you know somsthing is weong,
and you are desperabtely Deving bo Tix it Becauss  youl
don’t o want o lose @il Timos

rereazaler

it AL L opaening nighl o ves, Youl bry Lo paton it Lis
FETaTw: s 4t gcing riohit, ves. Thel do @ heasrtbhresker,
T have  been Dypvolved In Dhings like bhal. Yeora o Kirvow
Theat 4t goirng te lime on stoge and you hiope  That
something aboul it will ocatch oan.,

E

Pt unforturstely 14 4o o0dll m husinens

You  renember Miss Katherine MHepburn®s last effort be
Fare, She’s  In anobther show right now, "West Side
Wesltw, " Well, I believe you weani o zes bhe last one
she did, didn™ i you, or your friends Jdid, that rou werse
closs with?  “"Cocos Chanmel, "

Otv, T oew "Cocos, " yes,
Wasr™ L that the last thing she did?

T think it was.
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BLell i Little bhit aboub bow & greohb Ty Likes
Ao lve L perrible Broodwey Drodidoe
sl ahes’ s A arnothss one now.

)
-

Lodon’t know, -

e

ORI v

17 s astonishing iasn

<

Gy ohwlously wss corvinescd. Shie wasn b terrible  in
"Covon” bt At wasn’L ... you know, Dhere weres beaubi-
Tl alerls and beasut i) costumes Flme, but L

waoh’ boreally a sineing vaoloes, bul she Koew bbb :
the people  whio  wonbted o see  Kagthering Hapburn o on
astags, bhey waent anvway. T ithink she gol good nobtices
ard oo on, bub it waon’t & good show. T don®t know
sbout this, 1 haven’ : i

My Tamily soaw 1t and I kind of recspect Thed Teelings
What my son ssys., 1T rood some reviews thal were tererio-
thler, Werll, vou wWwould think in @ cose like thabt perhaps
Miaa Hapburn would Just appesr on stage in the  btheateo
i some lovely clothes and btalk for two bhours. T bhdnk
praople would be pach more grabiflied.

Well, there Is no way o Knowing. T mesar
Leaaghing, oFr not, T shoulan’ b ossy bhat bul

4

@i lens

3

b owith Eldzabetih Tayloar, @pearently o

Shigr  WErS MY @oodd, it s in the polnt, she brled iU
S she Was very aood. O, T belisve They should bty
it.

I thdmke Al 1o Just @ ocsne of  being  cornvinoed that
avaerybody would want your Lo do Ghis, and bhey will love
to see Yo, yYoul @re & legend in your own tine, and that
kind of thing, @nd osmn Jo no weong. TosADOne ORI Yoll
bacoms convinced of that yvou take the shot, T supposs.
T don’ b kKnow,

Pl i, thereae 1o many, many Things 1 will  never undsy
atangd abogt it I g That s why it enchants  so
many peonlae, Yol hed opportundty when you Lived in MNew
York City bto 9o Lo many audiitions, 1ike you sald. PRt
you didn® b want to play the gume, which you do have  to
o bhrouah. The humiliating thing of going Lhrough the
rituml of  apnlying Tor The Jobs, that i1s much  more
clrencdtTul Than awuditioning. The  smiling, e m L,
v lousness That you have To go UThreough oo much. Naow,
tell some  of ithe things thab ceople you Know  in ths
thaatar vthers did to keep  Thaemselves going &S opbposed
o The peopls here. You kiow maks @ combhariaon soms.e
Moy, LT von Caar.

5
b

Well, For example in the "Fanmtosticks”. I thdink  this

is somaething hhat people most often do not Wrcieratana.

18
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ToElink aven people, some Deoplo, who are involved wiith
thembter do nob understand ... whern 1 worksad of T Broad-
way in Lhe antastickas” we worked undesr sdulty oo
oot Yor minimuam. Fyaryhoody, whether L1 was The
Teading man o e amallest role i show, @iarriedl e
SN MOQrneyY ., g o week Pt bhet was Dafore Uaxoes youl
virsdder st oo .

What yeor did bhal sharh?  Were your in 167

T starhed, serer,  @s 2 saud bty conbrach member in
1968, Now, & tmmxen yvour had about $59, G owvirtuale
1y evervybody In bl show e & Job, They had o have &
Job. There was ong Tellow whoe deove @ cab. Now anoth
e man Who was with the ahow for many years, odid s lab
of  commeroial So At didn’ b omake any difiTerence, Froge
made @ lob of money from his commsrclals. O, maQnla
worleaed, Oine T=11ow worked at the travel agency. People
Workad with Qlstens, doing temporary Cyping Jobao,

T

Whern T was  first in New York I sold deaperiss at
Macy o, ALl I meeced Do aarn some exbia money  and T
decided onoe there used to be @ chaln of raestaarant s,
Sohratt’ s, which @are no longer there. A ey haadd
a0 e in meddition o bthe restaurants ... Tirey s ]l
panitries and  Thinogs like el B Lobhad om Jolby once
which lasted only until the day I was to g0 o work. X
mean by Tthat 1 bhad bto fraln for threse days. I owas Lo
mitrive @t work st 400 in the morning, i the Walld
Strest arsa, in Lhe thicd basemant of the Chase Manhal-
T e My Jdob was golng to bhe o makse this kbig  urnm
OF coT Ty It wass @ huge coom Tull af people whoe  were
cdoing nothing but pushing on I8M machines and  woeriking
i pueh oRrds Just this sort of ... TE O was Like
locust, Thalt da the sournd, I went dowin Tor bthires  days
aiwd Tollowed this men around so that I ooould lesrn bthe
i imeas., How to malke the ooffee Iin the wurn and bhow o
gnhy Lhe osrh, with bluebesrery dandsh ssnd Shings o 1D,
arodned to o @mll theose peonle, oo Lhal ey oolild Dy
coffes g @ danlsh, o mayvbe they wanted o olromamon
dorat . Those were ofn e second shelf. T4 owae hard Lo
leearry, T worlkaed Trom 4:00 in the mornimg bthesre  untll
Ve mrwd then I owent home sod ohanged ahd went to
Macy’s ot Gonn, Untfortunately, he was leaving on
vacation  @and the day he left T didn’™t gel up o oo Lo
Wtk @t 40D in the morning Lo go Lo woirk. So L losit
Lhat Job. They did pay me, 1 think I gob 313 or some--
thing for Lhe thires dayvs 1 >

3

B

Py

had worked. T don™t  rememn-
Fagsrs, Aricl T bhilnk two dozen blugherey danish, T don’®u
e M.,

There  @ire  so  pany what we wolld  oall  bizaree  Jobs

e,

Wex 11, Todon’t know bthie iso FN RS DU W
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wWedte bamlldng aboul s strangs Job one s, A FPrdena of
mirwr Mg moved To NMew York etore Lod ?(i mod he e
worlked woodern peintings. e e hbeaadd s dob with a compa-
1y and they  manufachored D%ﬁ“mdfﬂw For-  cosmebic’s
I Towarnted something, anvihing., 1 think T Wi
ek L bnt Just to sarn exira nonsy in bhe @variing.
e wedad, Wl d, 47 vou want 4% is kind of dull work btk
I ovouw don’ i mind coming down, " The olace where  They
orintaed @1l of this w iy v JAtvle 1

LS T i Lo
Mesrmbat tan., They were doing a opackage That bad goldon
glossing on Lhe Toonit. A Lhe packages oome Dhrolgh
aiolndg the smbossing theres were 1ibtle 7lakes of  gold
el ey hoad to be beushed. T soid, "wﬁll franik, how
Wwollld  you detine this job?. "  He said, NO‘;; VOLL e
called & box wiper, " Now, 1 had no ddes whelheyr I
could  put bhat on & resums or anyibning, and I odig nol
Worko sl Tt wery long.

Ut il T went bthere T hoad mever raealizaod how mamy parte
tdme, ddiotic Jobs here wara, cdich yeouu?

Well. .
g emlliss angd things
whern 1Towas & kid. thers are,

T had worked in marketing res
&l 1.:%1&%* mador function was Lo best owl mew peroducts
et g lorge oomparyy woulld manutd oo S0 thai ey
could get @ Teel of the public’s acoeptancs belore thay
ot Che machinery In. Then the interviewsrs would
el proundg door Lo door and leave of T the dog Tood o
gaelatin sUunrems or whatever 1T was gallied and come back
the next week o gel The opinion of the person wne heaad
meen using it You woldlad get Thees strangs resphonsey.,
The inttervieowsr would aoy, "We gave yvou o weeks supoly
of dog  Food. Why oid ywu only give Lo your o for
thiree davs? She said, "Well, I planned Lo give i Lo
Mim @il week bhub he Jdded, " or "1 couldnt ghand  ub
lang  enough o oceok the jello,”  or "I Lasted like
vulcanizaed rubber, " O Wmhaver., But then 1 buldlt
Ehings, bullt shelves, knocked out walls, and all kinds
of Ehings. Careriled lumbaer from the West  Side Lumber
Yard  through Times Sausee on omy  abouldess, ladeal Loy
thern  wess when D would run inbto somebody  from your
Mometown.

Weed l, T hecd worksd o some
hefore T head set ping im bowl
Lyt 17

LR

N

Recamase T slwoys considered you! to e gL, When T met
woild ¥ was very Lo awe of Dhe fact that wour and yours
roommate,  my  Triernd  Bob Gray, were acbuasl  living,
hirabbing New York-ites, who Lived in New Yorlk, FRigiht
i Gresnwich Village, where 1 head slwsys  diyresmed of
bl Tor aver. I smlways did consider yvoul & bypioal
Merw Yosirksi ., T ronlizoe you had been thare likes thirteen
o Towrtesn yesrs hult vol seaemed o me DThe Todeal New
Yok psrson. Yo seemed 5o acriim%f&d Lo the 1A e
Lher . Could  you kind of give g proutins day in New
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York? What it is like when youl ars Living bthere  belng
sy mobor, belng in btheoter, and doing sveryihing  a&lsa?
Pooaiise T odon't bhink people reallize some of the good
Things there are., Arid There are. Yooxldo i o, AT woul
e e i rver @ o dredink st 400 i the  mornings
INTCH R LA, those kKinds of things.

Weell, T bivipk 4t ds some of Dhat that T miss abouwul  New
Yearde For examele evert 4 vou are working two Jobs N
Moty Yords., Ti seens Lo e, abt any rate, but perbaps Dhab
1a Just Ehe woy T funoction, 16 1 could work from 200
oo 50D and then T owownld nesd Lo e alt the theater ah
200 wmngd T o worked .. Well, you husd elghl shows & we .
S I heed Saburdasy ducdng Uhe ey Tree o and Mondey
evearning  Tree, That was 1, weriod. Theaere waan' L ons
Trea  day a8t all.  On bthe weekends you did  two  shows
Saturday nignt back o Daok. Yo piamd o be Wb o dooan
atiernoon  and evening pertormances on Sunday and we ab
rdre Tt work Mondeay morning. Bt it seomed you could
Bocomialish more. Mayvhe bhacpuss you  usad yours Dime
better, T don’t know. Dut 1 think peoonls, & lot of
peopnla, are leary, in a8 way, of New York., I that They
think 4t would be ouoh mors GLFFLcUll o work there, T
Timd it esmsisr In & sons

In  thse Jobs that I hove hed ot lessth 46 1o some whal
less stringent, you are atill expectsd Lo bhae all work at
D00, vou know, bub bthat o 1t Your worlk From 29500 to
Br00, with s hour Tor lunch, and wiithin bhat oy you
AT, B vour working midbtown let s ssy., youo csn have
vistas)l Ly any Tooad. Ay Kind of food you  wordild Likae
hecause  there are Fiftesrn, eightesn, twenty-7five roege
Laudrants olose enouah s all vardsd cuisine 1F that is
wWhisl (AE33 WET T Sy Thryer wpames 45 Drlde @i Faones T
wold et home afiosr @ wallk. We:1l, Tirsi ot  wmll A
walked down Taur fFliahts of steops ang down anothsr six
Lo bhe subway arngd then on six and so on and retuer and
do the samse thing. But A oyvou didn®t fes) Like cooking
somnething o i7 you wanted to just go oulb and eal, Yl
cotldd ennily walk within & few Dlocks and haove Ttelisan,
Feeraoehy, Spartish, Geroer,  any of those. T miss  Uhoso
things and 1 miss frlendds, T do not miss ... Ore of
L hves Ehinas T don’t Like aboul living ... T am nolt
bloming Youngstowrn 1Y would bhe wvirtusmlly  anywhere
oubaicds  oFf the oity Tthe osize of New York, I hate o
Frswve o o oul s bey o warem oo & ome in the  winter
Ay sorane the windows ang worry abpout Dhe Liires  and
the gas and @ll tThat. pome of which vou! need to  worry
mbroul i New Yorle. ToAsm s grweal luxury ol To have o
wWorry  shoul Chat.

T ihvimk it does expedite yvouwr movemants to be able to
Jumer on Dhoss sulbreays ang bhusses, Althouahy, &5 we both
T T it Mas bocoma more dangerols bo Jumge on them
bhecause o bheing acoosted.
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That s Lo,

Thiort has changesd greatly An the last five yemrs.
That is right. I hewve basn hers vicbusmlly that lengtn
of bl

You  moved here sbout bhat Line @go. e T used Lo
vianilb voul constantly on Slghth Street in the Yillage.
by Sdxth Avernuse, thers was a West Fourth Street  subwe
station  that we wsed constanitly. Wey  nover baad any
fretdsle I Bheal, LThat was owre loocal subwWay stop.

Tt 1o rioht.

Chwemre @re peoDde lurking Lo The  doorway of
K oyouw constantly. You mush be on guard
Ty is & shame to ses thatb

Witl my own ayeos.

Wer 11, IELEI I

there Lo altlac

ard must always be
PIES Y, I have seserny Thal ormesngs

Yes, that do wery true.
I have seon 1T Lhe lasth Tive vegrs.,

The whole «illags has ohanged & grest desl. We 11, Lhest
EArE ey i particular. PBecauses Whern T moved Therse  you
coatdled Just warctasr around,  look L shiops, you eoudd
o sser, e s le oidn’ B Fallow you seound. But awven
mefore T lefh the shops had deon goates coming down  dAn
Front of Lthe entire Tiront of Uhe store. Like & garags
door with open mesh that oul led down skl locksd G the
cement iy bhe sidewslk, becosuss Thero woere Jush too
mary robbeirien, oand too many muggings.

[

This dosaen’t sowmdgd Like @ LiTe of $he fheaber bub it is
becauss it Fforces @ lobt of thester peopls  and  obher
Peoplae ot of Lhaat placs. Do vou abtbribute he i
cremsse in bthat kind of viclasnt Yife Lo diugs  dn any
wWiay? Becauss 1 myself have found so many posopls Ghere,
et ssoem to bhe acting in that way, werse on cdirlgs.

Yers, eapecinlly that becauss the Villages Hast SR . a s

ell, It hasmoe beoern sever@al yealrs now. T rmever spent
muach time bhars, Thaers wasn b that muach bo attract me,
restaurants, o thesters, of movies, or anyithing of the
Wimd.

Of courases yvoul should point out that your spar-iment  was
o blaock andgd s bl oawesy Treom Washingtbon Saugsrs Aroby, #3
very desirabls meighbortood in the ViTlsge,

Y, ot 1P bogsn meving west ang Shere was s LA
hatel . I ddom’ ¢ remsmber wheather thet wias sbill Frarmcs -
Lioming. It bad s LitLle piano bar and  thers W
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Tellow bhers who had olaved Tor yedrs.

The Hotel Harl.

Yeu, and there wore still ads in the New York Magazine
andg many peapls wolld come @ll o bhe way downtown to sed
him, and it turned inte Just @ terrible hoteld,

i

T is now a halfeay house Yor deug addiots,

Taen’ i that trogio.
Tt is right omn the corner of WHoshingbon Sausese,

T seems like i gets worse everyday wrwd T Just WOFY
dered  LIf that affectszd omy of  yvow decision also.
Pecallos Yo Were so athuned into living in the oliy. 1
rresver met @ Derson 50 L0 btune with thedr surroundings
au Yol seem Lo e In New York.

Well, T was Vary comfortabhles srwd o lob of good Triends.,
Your baught me about New York and vouw taught me all i

t
mice things and how To get arouwnd and made me Teel like
it owas om place T wanted Lo Jive.

@

Warll, @ wonderful place. Tt is Just ... I don’i
kriow . T owmwy, Living bhero that lenhgbh o Lime, T
supmose people  who live Uhere longer  hove gean the
neighborhood perhaps they lived in start to deteriorabs
] 5o They have moved somaswhars olse, arndd Tound  Thah
to start going down for whalever ¢©esson. FPexprbrusos Ly &
areda that i1s very bad, they start olesning we  or o
i lcting in bhat ares so Dhat people start migerating o
oither  sactions. Yooy’ o kinow the renson achusmily for
it bul I do think dreugs plaved o largs  parh of it
Braoause T know T could wallk out my froot dood wihen
Thetrs were  veary old established  shops  along. Thyey
Degarn Lo ohamge and I would walk ot and peopls  would
Just pass me on the street ssking 17 1 wanted mariju
riet, are 17 ¥ wanted hecoln, o 4F T wanted ... ard of
courss  you oould indeed g0 up Lo o policeman ancd ssy,
"This persorn Just sosked me 17 T waried Lo buy heroin,”
but there was nobthing that could e done, Thrieey  Woiald-
Tt mave sy on them, theres woluldn’ t be any piroof, it
woidlad  be your word against his, But that  had  neves
happened betore.

4

Thieat in riahn. They slao wollld offer @1l kirnds of
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I krmow,

IO RS
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peonlse boale saok
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Theem snd

Thaedr offioce

Bt 1t ig vy
Werdd 1
EEEE
Meat
e
e
fyerein
bt i

ooomslon, Dyt in

aryithing more about
to thelr
ol Len
e
she dicn®t even know

Bivd evern coogine.

vod Wanted,
interesting Lo note LThal
1m11y whiere e
the offices, al
aﬁd T plasces
lunches ang sell UThem mael Juans,
Juints, for- @ $1 or $2 o heave with o thedr
in Just & common thing, Uhey peddlie ool
hem.,

Tunch bhowr-s 1 i
the midbown esped
iorn of workars arge in

Through tThe arks

Ty QO

-

in brue,

used o 1.

the  offices
back up Lo

wathched all the people i
realizing Lhey wers going

stoned Lo work.,

i there aroe
Rt T suppose 1t depends on
yestd sl bhem o MaridwadPan, @b lesoh
poecole who are genuins Mt Yorlieirs,
Mew Yoo, 1 oomn remenber meating, nov
wmlacaes T worked, e Ler
ot negesssarily i Mane
clvn Heilghts. o Brooklyr, who didn’t
Marbwatban than  getiing  from
Job anad hack. T oworked L oo placo
blocks from Central Thissre Wis
sbvolat, T bhelieve, forbty-five yeoeuars
whera Casnbral Pack wiss.

oo, bbb
FASIE RS EN
oAt

oy and ralsed,
ETRIATEE i

Pk,

WE D

Just remnsrleds Lo,

Ard vel

certalnly
New  JTersey
That 1s all
ot LWy fore
B85, I
car g
aifd 9o and
city. Wt

Otv, 1
et le
may  hEave
there and

think

ey of
colled s

YOLL S e 8 mid
ey
ilgners, I
FTound o be The people
about New
e bhings,
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Lhat is
in New York

gone L Tor &
YOl

what you csll midwssterners, they
midwaesterners, iT yvou arge  beyonhd
ldwesterner o @ Callfornian.
think of, they are very insular, Mty
guess 1o what they thought of wus
Liraly seemad Lo e more
ared Look into 1ts  history,
knew more abhoul The actual

[REZ3N

York City

el

youl think?

mloo Lhink LDhat  generally
more helpTul. T mean youl
ard vl had never boen
o w corner and bhers is

reder ., T
vand to Dhe
ek
st andlng

mare
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this, Just v look on yvour facse Dhsbh you ore nou < 13rer
which way to turnm or where s Sixth, Yeouu stop agrd aok
SOIMEOr e, "Nh@PF ie Lexington asvenus, ' or "Where is ...
Tieey e Jusi oms Likely to say, "Well, e going  in
that  direction 1711 take you,” @as Lo sey, "Well, ¥
o’ happen o be going that way LDul ©he streebs  are
all riantered and bhe next aversde o Fourtit and Lhen,
bl then it will cohangs and 4t may  be Madison, aricd
Lexingtor, so don’ € gelb nervous 1t will e the nexlt one
oy, Ty e Just, they are veary hoelpful i that
WY .

T smlways found them too, @snd psople sald they ore  oold

Boa

I don’t bhink they sre st all.
Rioht, T don’t think they are eiither

T depended very muach on the Rindmess of strangers in
Mew Yok  andg fournd  thet they were  lovely. Ta11
about was I'm oErving to think of some t:t&i s hat vouw
mave told me about In your theater xpariences here in
Ohio., W ll, like youl worksed o os sumner projesct theas-
ter @ coupls yeors back beonuse yvou se o strongly be-
liaeved that there s more that oan De dome., Woulc  you
Like to tell aboyl that @t all?

Well, T dom™{ know that there is all bhal much to  say.
The hope Was bThat the ... They haedn’ © donse anything 4o
fhe Arens i that sense, In o sumher project or summs
mirogram Tor sevearal yeomrag. T bosrd mereded hul Ler
could do that, They wanted us Lo use, which is  wnder-
stondable, mainly nsw people.

Tell Lhem whal the Arenm is?
Warll, the Arens ostensibly really s Just & very  large
roaom wlft of bhe loblby i the thenter which is used
basicmlly Tor &\ rehesrss]l hall ab this point., T odionti
krow  whather it was LDulli as such, bub it iz smelt  wup
Wi Lh  space enough Theat It oo be syranged o prasent
shows  in & total asrens:  produchion, Lotal ocircialase
seanting  #res With an grens production, or it ocon be
uged 1n @ Cheree-sided foaushion. There is space bto seab
mboui 1LEO people plus Tacdlities for lighting sand soumd
ard @l l o of that. S the equipment LThat wouldd e pesded
e Lhere. The spaee s somswhat  Limibed, ot that
particular  space, but doing productions <caring  Che
semson AL s mainly needed because we have To hoave the
raetegrsnl SpRoes. Bt in the summers genersl Ly, ey
fon®t much habwening at the theatsr. G0 several people
g wanted bo Ly Lo reestablish & summer piogram, ar
2 Lot of peopls were interested.

Most of tthe directors, T Liiwk There were Fours prodiac-
tions  done, had not directed beTore, S Lt owas m ey
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gxperiance  Tor them, The shows burned ot to work
cud e well andg the audience respondced, T bhink, MY
e300, very good Tashion to the productions  that  wers
(eletals N That has yelt Lo be repeated. T don’t know  Lhal
11 will e, It ds expensive bo kesp thoe UDheater opsnt
T egmas Blheie are many cemsons o ib, T odon’t know @all
of  themn, T don’t think thalt the execubtive director
recengsarl iy wants theab i;mg of progean. T think  mora
bhecause of the Tmot thal he Feels that he needs o be
around  and would like Lo have some free Dime  hinselT
cduring the summer when Lt is possible. So o thet conld
bo in largs part the reason Tor not being that enthasi-
mutdo  about it Ao 1 sy, 1t ds sn exXpensa. Tt is
ey @exDensive Do Keso the Uheaber in operation  during
the summer booause you can o just open ihat section  of
the building, a@ang then bthe whole buillding da open, Lhat
s it Bo thern you need security peoile arnd Uhuat Kingd
of Thing. But it still ls exciting because alithough it
wasry ¥ onecessarily dong that sessorn, in & situation  of
that kind you omsn do wlayvs that gengerally speaking, owur
sudiences upstailrs wouldn™ t accepl. They might bhe L.,
T dor’ bt mean that they are dirty or anyibhing of Uhat
kirma, Gt parfEps subject mesbter that bGhey would Find
offenasive o whatever. Which keesps ws from doing han
vestaires andg 1t would be wonderful Lo have Lthe opporiu-
nity  bto o ddo tihem. Fuveryvone 13 willing, ma Tar asn 1
Ko, put perfectly willing to do them in  The  Arens.
They don’t Tesl they have Lo be dong upstailrs they Just
Like the opportunibty Lo do Uhen.

I Tind the asudiences are Willing Lo come Lo LThe Sireis.

G wos, dndesed They are. It ds dnmtesresting fthat  osoms
people who have seen produchions in the Arens, ond ot
ohjected at all, I'm cuite cerhbain Would have objected,
Ihe mame beoople, objected Lo them being on Lhas o
Biage. Tooderny” ©ounderstoandg why but T think tThan
e .

I riever Wi 1l wunderstandg v, There s s difference in
Itude s I oguess That gebs Ghat take expocimenital

]

st
Lheaotaer in the Arens.

Right, right.

T frewve @lways been aolused by Shat Sitle, Thiet N Ears
arvihing that iosn’t straloht down the middle.

3ut why does the word experimentsl meke it all right.
Because this might nolt tuen ouwul eiant.
HMowever, 1t could only be sxperimentsl down Theee,

T know.

24



e

il

.

Yo o oould use Dhe word experiments) upatalers bubt it
11 would not e aoeepiabhle.

Tt Lo wery amasing.
it hws teo do with elevation or  altitude, ¥

Parhaps
o kmow .,

ey’

The pocUliar mindg stouctures that go on in The bullding
hisraraehy  of thsalers. T Ehink that  fthe  Youngstown
Plavhouss beling oan learge in size as 1L s ... T dust
Foundg oul vesherday, I owas r;!'amzkir'm‘ Wittt PBobk Gray Lhal
the  largest  east of the Mississlippi. There arae bHwo
athers Laroger wesi. Mot el i@ wite o reputation tw
Fieaver .

Gly,  yes.

Theroefore, T vhink this thester here showuld  bDe more
cdiversitied.

FPlus T think it is dnteresting bthalt T have now . Let
me bthink, Lthere have been, § would say, @ dozen poeopla
Tt T lknow who 1ive in New York, have lidved dn New
Yorbk, ang one .. L obhink 44 is only ... No, two of
hen, One born and ralsed 4o New  Yorbk, Uhie ot
ostensibly Yonkers Duh into New Yorbk, I gusss bthey all
thought commnumity Dhoenstar, Well, bLwo of them hove bwﬁn
M and directed. ﬁfh@ﬁvy s friend vrom  Calitornis,
coming Thiroush stoppedc, Treey @e &ll amnazed @t e
Fooilitias, Wi ia dVﬁllﬁhl@N Some have seen prodiaoe
tions, soma Were not sabhle to and are @hornolsly G4
prissd by the guality of what 1o going on. They  Jusi
can’ o ocomprehend that it still oo biack Lo same littls
thing, you know, & Tew peopls gebtiting togebthe Tivery
cdon® it know what exists oubside of the two coasts. Thet
fo prebiy much 3,

The thing bhough :3tw(JLz%‘ whe ploavhouss
SHAiter L L. The seating copacity io of
several Brosdwsy houses.

That is brue.

Aried that alwasys sstondlshes New York visitors. They e,
O, T head no ddes,” T think they think we  ware oub
here i o8& Lent, vold ki

Werd 1, sl whsn they o oopace and bhey say,  Now what
Lo this rehesrasl o p oo e used Ffor obther bhings. "
They @mire accostumed ic ever L7 bhey are doing o Biro
wwy &hawy to worddding in litble, dank studios, and tiny
Little mlsces, of any place that they can Fing N EOT o B
iOHnim s old hobtel balleoom or, Yol Kodow, whataver,
ﬁﬂd moving  all aboult town, working in  obthor places,

-
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pefore bthey are ever near the btheabor.

I don't know that you ... You bhad so ouch diverse oxpe

rience st such 8 young age. BBut T mysel?  had only
woirtkked @t the Youngstown Plarhouse, asod seversl  places
arcound here., When 1 got o New York  and  saw Dhae
wiretohaed spmce availlable for rebhearsal, I owss absoliiie-
Iy dumbiounded. K a0 apoilled Trom having 2ll that
OO Naere,

Right. That 4o true beosUse 1t also entails  something
e ) is nob thought of oftben, bHhul yous Wil in &
spmee Lthat 1o gquite amell or oramped theat doesn’§ bagin
to  give you  bhe size of he stage you  going bo Do
wordking or. Theery you must scdiust to the stage and VARIE
have thar ool bo make Three steps cover btwelve  fesi
O mane sateps ocover bwo, You have to o oo Thwai WEHTY
cauickly. Which agsin is somebthing that ls wonderfial In
B mense about touring. Pocause you may be  doing
same show Dub vou don’ o arrive in bine Do bhave o rae
Memrsml ard yvou might bs workdng on & stoages half o the
size  of he one you did bhe day beTore., You Just have
Tto T e atage. Dwre you get sccostumed o Uhat it
ianoexl st bul bhab LToo Ls an eaxperience SDhabt glves youl
@ it ferent sense of LThings. To Worlk & theoster Lhat
seats 200 and then ons CThath seabs 300,

Togn sitvirng here loeking ol your foace, Ron, undes thils
Little Kind of spobtlight we have in hare, T am  think-
irvigg, THers 1s Ron, that 1 have been looking at %iv F e
Tor Tourteen yesrs andg he never changes his Looks o
ism @ rioe locking, blomd hsired person, wiwﬁ I 1440
DYOs. I was womdwriﬁq i that has anytbhing o do thatb
wod can Blay diFTerent ages. From sixteen Lo ninety, T
heyve soen you do so many rhvw‘a&: o lers, T Livy o L
Figure oul what la the @b s, What ds tThe beeed

el BEhvivsg
that  yoeu have thabt you are so believable  in all of
those.

i

¥

Well, T don’t know. T wdon think I could play sixtesn
wb Dhiis point. T thinle that ... 1 don’i think. ..

My ey Twenty-orne Then.

Yerss, bul, T will Lell you rh&r@ e Iverery BLICH @i 2o
mous ohange in several yemrs, several like mavbe  even
FiThesn, Lwoenty yaeoirs, wh@re T L ot o wused to b
able  to play guite & bhit vourger than 1 ocan, it X

Feareld I can now. Hasn’t to do necessorlly with o look

o sy bhing but bhael 1 dru L rweceossael ly underastand @
person of bhal age now.

Inside?

Mo, T dorn’t understand what they are talking about. T
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gor? T understanc th&fw feaelings or atbtitudess. Tt makes
it mmach om0 1ru?ix T dic sperndd @ pariod of Time
Iooking o cerbain age which made me wvery @hory  bhoeonuse
altinide of New York you heve @ lardger opportunity o
mlay @& wider goe range, Pt ot thichy-flve 1T woanbed to
play  someons btwenty-sight and they  said L, "You  dlook
saventeen. Werdd, T amid, "Bt by the time I laook
rhirty-Tive 1 will be elghty, How can ¥ play  bthirtye
Five T wor’ U ke abls to sterd up,”

I dust  wondsieed P et bad osnyiohing to do owith 4w
poside vour talent. Meame somne of your Tavoribe oharao--
terizations, some of bthe roles that you really  enjoyed
ths coharacters, and why.

7

Well, I liked plaving Clyde In "Five Finger Exercise’
bhecatlse T liked the Fomlly situation. T didked whal was
nanpening within the Family, British Tamily. Thmt 4o
several yeors @mgo. Pt T like the charactar. Well,
hat  was @ yourig oharacter, Wer L1, T was Yol Thean
ws wWell. 1 like plaving Tarcs to & certaln degres. T
cdon’t know that I could plcok out & particular characiher
in any Tarocoe., I erjoved to a degres Chese Mo Cornead”
enrlier bthis season Jjust bocauss he was so ... Mot this
BETSON, Jamat wesasorn ... S0 bhilzegwre, T omaor dJust orazy
almost burlesaue kHind of bhing. Tt wos gresal Fun. T
Wolllad  liked to have playved Menry v "Lion ivn Winber,”
gt 1 think T rneed Lo = o Lithtle older faoar thail. Theat
becotise T like the  sirerwgibh of the oharoeter, and Ths
1 ama is wongsrTul.

How odd you fesl abhout plaving Seaffrey, the son?

GeoT frey  wan Timse. T i’ UThink T Wina necsssard ly
i for Geoffrey bub T guess 11 worked well ST
T gon’ i know what else wowldg 1. ..

Wed 3, youl o have done dozens of rolaeyg,
Thought some stand outs in vour whole 1ive,

Well, T like the old actoer In the "Fantastioks,” fae

calse  he is very polgnant, and he ls wvery dear and X
think was never very good i an R al i I sort of Telt
that  he head & one Lime ahot as o Shakespearean  actor
et wes territic arwd rever could mateh 4t and Just made
L his own combony and now there is nobthing letd of 1,
world o ko . That was endovable, Thes mute i that BP0
i

1

20 8 peautiful role because youl nead Do D so FPase €31
i it i @wlimost like doing mime or comething.

ek

That ashow Ls hard Lo describe becadse 1L boas gob et
atnocle combearry of Eyviore sotoara. ke Forget sometimes, I
i, Lhat & Lot of people, like I, have newver Ssegh
i1, Tt ds mherd to belloeve,
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O wes

But it de stdl)l Fillimg up dadly. Faven though 1t has
baen ronnLag that mony years @ lot of people don’f know
it Do you thirkd yotr woliled Vike Lo do mowvils  work or
Ly movie work?
1 don’ o krow. ot hing. THere
are o ocouple of Lels s ings 1 have done hai I
WIS kol O gae, Thveat &b el 1. T
didm’t  like what I was doing. T o hovent @ny Lden
because 1 have never done L1 Tt wollad Just e A wholes
i Ferent thing, ceribainly. Tomessn, Youl it it i
menks, andg Forgaibing about projection. and workine i

suchy an Intimate way, @angd yel wiith no actual irtimacy

heonusse  you are not working specifically  wilh  anyvons

much of bthe Time.

» work you con feel Lhe P la oFf the ohae
acter  Inm bthe olay and bthe dnner play with  Uhe obher
waonls 1o very strong. Arct,  @ms you said, the projec-
tion of your volos Lo imporiant.

A the feedbaok, ths imnediaste fesdbuok from am sdi-
ance Deling Thers with vou.

Thie: Lave suchloencs.,

e 4T
FTeaal hoem. Tiveres i @ senss of

there fa na sounda they are There and you

Y, Yol o, Youl fTeel their opresence, that s right
That is & wonderful Teellog. T Just woncereod,
thought operhans you hagd done some television work and
dian’ i now whalt It was. Whash ds i1 exascthly?

T

Oy Just ... T did @ thing when I owess In PLobasburgh,
well we oid Litble things Trom ehildrens playvs, but AT
did  somaithing for Phtaburat, T Uhdnke 14 was the
Bieentenaial, T odon’t recall now. T don’t know what 1o
wWiass For, Arvvwey some celebiration which was,
halfanhour program about bthe olby being set

Wirs @ colondal kind of shory was what v wass, and they
dAid it on whatever they used alt the Lime. S0 thal we
S it dimmediately mfter 10 weas Tirdebed shd i IRECEEY
Father anusing. It wasn®t meant to be but it was.

2, T owoula ldike val 0 spend @ little it of  tinps
Lalling about whabt you bold as onces aboul any Job thatl
volh o that you feel youl are doing wWwell and yold have &
sense of  accomplishment about it is oksy  wibkhh wouw?
PBoeouse T always sskaed yolul how you oould besr o give
v yvour LiTe 1rm New York Lo ocome e, Al though row
that 1 have spent time there I understoand bebier. T
always Dhouoghh hat the deeamn of my Lidve would be To go

i
1

2
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ahibitude  whiiloh is more reloaxed. T i soaplking  of
FrygLamo now., Paople sesn more honesit bul very  gentile,
ared they @ll seam Lo respect one anobhse. T wour  dob
Fegperis Lo e plokding up Uhe papers In Ghe  park angd
tidying 1t L, you are nolb looked down uoon ganerally
sasakding. You know youl oo That o well sool it da Like

coslorn that fs adndred hooouse people come and will
pass by someone like bhal oand ooy, "The  poark oo
Lovely . Yol are doing & soutd il dob. " Yo kn
becagse Lhsy Love bheir sorks and they do look  beaubi-
Fal, There aren © omany oeapers Do bick up so they  may
asperwd hime brdlmming littls b Long bThe aidewsli,
vorl now,  ared ouryiog out Little plaoes dn the  Flowsre
ed  where g counle of wesds bhave gobben in. That ooy
asournd 8111y, but there is enormous peide dn that ang 4O
looks  baasblvdul, So vou cor’ i Teel like yvouw are in A
concrete ity There @re Urees, gl g e, zarcd
parks, and youd can slt, and nob be hobhsred or youl gan
et & ohalr In Hyde Park. Ramt your ohair for, 1
clon' b lknhow, five penoce or somabthing like that, and  youw
Told 1t and return 11, Youl kBriow, arnd mo one bothers
vour chair.

.

Your o oy oo dn The porks with & much  more  degres of
satety bhasn you oan in ..

Chy ves, dndeed,

Mow {1s 1t abt night in the parks There?

T don® i know, The only night T wes i Lhe park Thare
Wz Bhye ndoht bthey weare giving vireworks bheTors  Prince
Charles and lady Dlamns’s wedding.

We ll, bhal wassn’t s typical night.

et WAL Insane, But that s the only nilaht I have
|

You got o go whils Princece Charles ano Lady Disng wers

-

mearr dad?

T was Dhe last odsy. The wedding was the oot ..

Could you tell me aboul that? Mot many of us have had
that experisnces.  What did you see?

Weedldl, T ...

The merrisgse of Prince Charles and Lady Disvess Spensers
EiIvis aummers, Fudly 29th or something.

T oicry” v realis it would be the day, il was gither the
290y o the A0bth, T oo’ remasmber. I realized only
afLar T owas Theras That It wass The day  betore 1 was

303



M

P

i,
N

M

M

Oy, 1

leaving. 1
@long ha ool
naaht betors
isn  ridiculous
caldne ahout tr
shouldr '
FPantal e,
Pugs soati
oo le alraachy
sitiing
La AR Tt |
might say,
mlace ... 1 hir
st That poink
Lary oo,
P,
e Tamily,
Toallked  abhoul
Ther e wWinh &
BG everyong
andg how wonds
sl Ly

[E1gLe

L

abyle Lo

WS
It made @
BRSO Y OV I6

) s

At This
A
it. T W

It owas very
Ul A4, el

leas

i g, righi.

T owos ouriowus s
vy Lnteresbed
e ledrng mnd &

o .

I Freaopiently Wi
Rersgaan ., st bhe
over attdbtude.

T othiink bhwer 1o
Cotrte
Sinoe
that is

5y
YOIl

Wi

aave

I believe It Is.

Ly, i

WLt

P e
sarraticiad,
Fo Lol nas

geli lng
wmiel hire
the telley

in the
e
along wit
1 sibve

e
Sl sh

Ltallking
¥ WOMEN
L, 4 hecd Taken
wricle

very ... It
hought

PO %i, e el
ae grealt Tun
ordlerly,

LR e

Elate B

attract

SLIDDOSE @dmin,

ISt uTok
Thyey
hidls

find @&
i 0im
el L,

LYY s
Ay .
Thoagh i,

would
Lo Lhe
orowds 1

hought we
yord o
T o@mll The

Pt

wer Wwor' b obe able Lo gel ness LbL" R
weere oy s et ore we heed oo Dy, @l ¥
seea il the Abbhay Deoeosioe 14 R E S,

@A
waryc]
e

Lo I

with caneras
Ly ocmimeras

surrotncie o
Lhat verLous
bhaetore  bthe  wedding,

the way. S I waent:

wWe watohed 11 om, s Uhey
Welahy copele whio mun UThs

o ly thiree o Tolge meom e

oily e only I Eriiink

down to ot airning

I bhink two o bThres el a;rw% OF e
rismed o huge buffet set L. Ve =1l

waedding, waichad he Television.
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Theat T ...
Anigl o lowve of history. IF wou love history?

I love history and the that thsy ostill i have
The oyl fami ly @l all GThab.

I think hisbory drives vou there. It certainly helps
i

f you are Lnterssted im it bheosuse 16 i @mbhooluiaely
saturated with it.

Weld, veo, and there s sL4L11 8o much you caln see, T
terms of arcohilbecture and especially in The countiery-
side, that has ¢hanged so Lititle, which i1sn’t  cerbaln
to  here, yvou Know? o S0 Dhat vouw @y have  road saboui
samething, o Yol may Msve seen old photogranhis, [t
something desoribed in & novel. Anc vou can aLill, in
meiny Lnstances, ses actually @ little Uhatohsd hut, you
RTINS Lhat Tooks exascehly Like what you  had plotured
from  the ... It may not be that thatohed hut, T don’i
mesgr i, bk Trom whal yvouw  pictured, SEi1l 0 the
little village, with perhbaps the one 1ittle old loady,
or little old man, who is terribly eccentric and every-
hiody  complaetely  lafl slone, you EKnow, I memeaiy bhey
aright sy, TWell, old Tommy s doughty, ' o somethlng
but that ds alright. Yol Let hinm e cdoughty, andgd  you
let iim have carrots 47 That io all bhe wanbts Lo aab,
pardod. Me dla respected for Lhes

There 1o & mubual restect L Think. T owas Just  sitting
Pera thinking  aboul snobther thing is thaet when  you
Pived in New York | waibed Lo move wup bherse so T oowld
o all these wornderful things with youl. Mo your lave
eere and I7m heee and ogone, andg here and gores, ang hesre
=l back again. A do oyou ewver, abt times, sit here in

OMio andgd gsay, How did I oget herae?

Mo
I mear theater bhrought you heare, That 18 the whole
malnt o7 why.

We ll, iy & semss.

These interviews T mees. Yo got in thester and by She
paople  vouw met in theater you, by @ circuitous  roube,
ended up living in Youngsiown, Ohioc.,

I ohose o go of T Do Noew Yori.

1 1131 Dhink of vou as 14dving iy Greenwilich  Villaus,
Everytime I ocome and see you at this poucsse I oam sori of
surprisod Tthat you are here, Wy T oo Thers 1 fr Iy s
walk  in sngd then cesesber hait, "0 no, " you  @re nol
e, Tun’ that peculiar? How do youl  Teel aboul

A
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In terns of whether o ot I miss 07

O dust with & sengse of wondsring aboul bhow .. -
Picy . T odon®t Fing myselft bhelng herse Wondering, irt o
serss, how 10 happened, o waking up. Possibly bDedsauss
IRigtcrg! T went Lo MNMew York I Just decided I was goling to

nrove o New Yok, I odidnm’ i do anmyshing ab a1l abhout
looking for the - T owas frightensd, I dicdn®™t  kKnow

wWhere anyihing was., Ther 1T waol mys @ dob and =0 on.
T had eoms Friends therea so Thal worked oul well. Bt
thern, by the sams token, when I wanted Lo aanke o ohanhgos
g 1t eame b s Uims when o Job T ohad L. Well, Lhe
comBany 1 owasn Wworking with sb that $ime  wass closing.
The  wresident  was reliring. S T owes going o be
rtooking  Tor samebhing else, I odidn’t know  what, kX
wanted  bto  movs  Trom bhe sipoacritnent, o T wanted 1o
change, so that when this camne up T bthought, "Well thai
ia B perTecth opDbortiunity. Tis Will make @ change., iy
think T would like o be out of bhe city Tor  awhile,’
Naw T oam swprlsed, T will sy Shat T oam surprilsed thest
I have been here now For ainosi Tive years. T kinow
that  when I first came people would say, “How did you
aver leave New York?" Theat kind of thing. PBast 1 wonala
@Y, "Well, T dor’t know bhow long I olan o ateay. T
may only @y Tor @ yess or bwo o I omay decidse o move
sk to the olity. I fmmve not definite plens,

o

‘m

Conteni: haere n Yourgs oown?

e, T wmesn L Like To get away, but 1 1iked To  gestb
Ay wheh 1 owas In Mew York,

Yl Like this to e your tome bDes Your broveldng
Will @mlways go on.

For @ period of tTime. How long, 1 don’t know, T hkvinde
T would like to live in New York again bul I don’t know
Wher, o T doan® kKoow bhelt 440 would be Manhatioan.

HMow do Teel aboult ever nob doing theater. WI1Ill  Eheirs
b o Doint in yvour 1iTe where wour would ever look upon
ot doing LY oabt sll?

Yen, 1 think sao.

e

Wowiadn® i e That muach of

E

& wrench o you anymnore?
T odon’t know.

Why Le that?  Coan vou oum Sheat e el gulokly?

Mavbe  because I enjoy b, T don’t need the ... Y i
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Kirow T don’t consider adulation from Uhe gudiencs. I
think they are responding becaldss somaethling Was  anlis-
inag, or somelhing was sorrvrowful, oF whatevar., T don’ i
ered theel. I cdon’t need bo be on the stage, T don’t
reed  bo  pertorm, Iodon® i nead bo beoa sboar. I meod
momey, but Lt dan’t ... Tt's nobt consuiming oo way Tor

mex .

Yo @mire mol ddrdven.,
T sUpposa At was onoce but I o think moites Lo do
with  the fTaclh Lhuat 1 o wantod Lo me p o f faeoam Ley.
The people fascinsted me and the ldesw of baing around
Them, and listening to them bolk, and the stories aboul
whiiat they had done, and where they bad beern and all  of
that . More than ...

Avicd your Uresvel Fulfills thaet too.
Yerss.,
Well, T think that ds shout all the time we have, .

We  may  have @ Teaw more Lnohies Livesre @y ilwmsni
comment you wowld Like Lo make?

T can’ i think of one, Carol. Fxroeph Dhoanid youl.

Something Lhalh you hoave laefi out of your 1ifse Theab VL

want o stiok in. Like somaithing when yol were  T17 -
Yoy,

Werll, T can’ i bthink of snyihing except getting in teou
Dle when my  Darents had a8 gearden, when I WES WY
YOI, T owould ealt @1l of Ihe pesas oul ofFf the oods ond
whieen they would go Lo pick Lheem, Mobthing bul pods, ardd

Ther roots all he way down., 1 E bhat odorable?

5 80 Ty because I know youl
Meave Tallked @ ot to me sboulb whern you were g oohild and
same Of he Uhings you cdid, Bt btmose seen Do coms owl
ivy those lsbte night conversatblons you have, yYoul <P,
wher you arg unpeeling everybhing.

Oy, vou Litbls minx. It

ot 1y,

We hasve had s Lot of those, Pesven’t we?

Imdeed.

Of, marocy. T Ihink we will Jdust out fThis eight fow. 1

habte to lose any tape with vou, Ron, bulk I don’i know.
Unless you hove somasbhing elose yvouw wanl to ooy,

Mo, T don’t.

ol
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“whempornineously We gpre Just going bto leave youl e
tomporard Ly bhut permanently living in Ohlo fTheo,

Alriagnt then, Tine.

I thembter at Lhe moment, everyibhing is sort of at e

moment, Dut It ils kKind of ... Being your esrmanenese Lo
There 1o ¢ permsnence I @ sense to 40 oall, Byt 4t is
i

Yo are very setiled here. Mavbe 1t do Just youwrs ohor
acter bhoeause you have & great opshness of GRS .,
S vt would be whast it Is. So oalright then 10 will
sny aoodhye Lo Ron Prabhoe. Gooubhye Ron.

Gogaye.,

END OF INTERVIEW



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

