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Mrs. Bennett, why don't veou start off by telling us a
little bhit about your family, where vou grew up, where
vou went to sgchool, that type of thing?

T grew up in Randelph County. It was up in Job. Then
W omoved to Parsgons in 1920, T was nmarried dn 1918.

We lived in Parsons until the flood.

What did vour husband do? What type of work was he
in?

#le worked at the tannsry.
Did he work there all hisg 1life?
Ves, after he came out of the ¥avy he did.

What can you ftell ug about geoing te schoel, types of
games vou played, things that occupvied vou as a child?

!_...

Generally ring-arcund-the-rosy wasg one, and tag and
things like that.
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What school did yvou go ol
I wenit school in Job.

What did your dad do in Job?

He worked part time, he had a store, and the wegt of
the time he worked carpenter work.

So that dg a general store type thing, groderies?

Yeg, gencsral store.

" -

Did you ever ride the Dryfork Railroad?
Oh gosh ves, lots of times.
AlL the way to Parscons?

Hendricks, and then we had to change at Hendricks,
and get another one that went into Elkins.

vou come from Joh as a litile givl? Did you conme
to Hendricks Lo buy things or what brought you fto
Hendricks?

When  we wanted to get out of there thalt is the way we
had to come. We generally had stores up around there
that we could go to Havman or somewhers that was <lose
by. Back then you didn't gel out very much. We had a
good time anyway.

Can you describe the train to ug?

Well, T really don't k¥now whether I could
or not. it was just a regular passenger
ahout three coaches.

o
OF e
[T

Were they enclosed? They weren't sunmery coachesg?
No, they were enclosed.

Did  they stop all along the way 1  anyone Wa s
standing ...7?

ALl along the way. If anvbody was standing along the
road they would stop and pick yvou up.

For lots of people that wos the only wayv they got in
and out. Wasn't it?

Yes, it was because there weren't any cars unltil latev
o1l .

What was the cost of riding the train?

)
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T could ride twenty nmiles for $.05.

That was what veay, round about?

Round about 1910, The Fourth of July we always

the train when we wenit to Whitmer, which was about

mniles away. That is only when they brought
b

cuses and  evervthing in on the Fourth of

for $.05. Both ways just §.0%.

4

July

would get on the train and ride up and then ride

the

Would vou wide it 17 you wanted to go visit friends, or
berry picking, ar anyv of those sorts of things too?

No we walked. We walked on Sunday. We had
Ve
ther

the girlsg and bovs would walk down theve,
You went twice a dav on Sundavy?

Twice a day on Sunday.

a

v olose, a Methodist church where we lived
e in town. But in for the afterncon church we

te a Mennonite church, which was two niles away.
&)

What type of congregation did they havae? Was
?

large congregation, smell

In the chuxrch?

Well, for the size of the comnunity it was

congreaegation.

dust about everyvbody go to church?

Yes they did, nobody stayed home.

Did thev have geparate services for

All the same.

a

Children were expectad to sit there and be guilet.

Sunday  Scheol leszon, but it was Just
church.

Wh

it

did vou move to Parsoans? Was that st
-

.,u
o

Yem, we moved down there Lo get wo

How old were yvou when you got married.

children had their corner where they had

N3]

TOou

church

rig
went

ALL
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You would aslk, Sixmtcen,

It was pretty common fox women Lo macry pretity  voung,
wasn't it?

Yes, it was then., My busband wag six vears older than
T was.

Was 1Lt common for
had & wife who
common for  fal
than themn.

r peopie ... Somebody we mel vesterday
was lots youngeyr, My, Little. Was it
lows bto marry people somewhat voungar

;-\
—
)

g swver  one  Like

. it was. T got a

YVog
him.

That is nice.
He has bheen passaed awayv about twenty-five vears.

Tag he? When you moved to Parsons did you move into a
1me, o an apartment?

when we moved to Pargons we moved to Heollow Hoad-
That is down avoud a mile and a half from 7 QLS
the St. George way. We lived down there F il

vears and then we goved o town.
Then you moved intoe a house?
Ves.

Can vou describe that house for us if vou
at the front door and Llook in?

L

o

-t

=

ere o stand

The first time we moved to town 1t was small. It only
had three rooms; a bedroom, a living room, and a kitch-
en. It was xight along the river, When the water

high vyou c¢ould hear the water hit the bottom of  the
Floor. We lived ftherve gix months and then we gobt &
nouse in  what they call a "tannery row." We lived
there untll the flood.

Are tnoﬁo houges specifically for people whoe worked at

And you paild the rent te the ta

fmi
—

"€
!m
1

vy, right?

Yes, $8 a month.

Those houses had been bullt by the tann

Yes, Lhey were.

4
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Was there
That
length

any
of time?
Oh, no.
Whenever one
Whenever one bec
Did they all
They did,
How many rooms
Thiy had sisx.
Up and down?
Yes .,
Thres un,
Three up

a bathroomn
room, a 4i

T

G

they fairiy
Well,
gaid whan we
the

T didn't know

woird .,

T don't now.
Mr. Angelo,
had helped
forget Just

build

Ault thait he

Yaa

thev wood

Did the
Yes .

In  obher words,

aimply

ragquirement
ig did vou have to be an o

hoecane
ame
look

they were

and threeo
upstairs,
NG room, a

new whean

T think that they
moved the

They had

who worked
Eh

what vear

had he

frame

tannery ma

other than being an emplovee?

wloyee for a c¢ertain
available vou could move

avallable vou moved in.

ali

doubkle houses.

did thevy have?

ware threoe bedrooms and
roons down:  a living

aown. There
and throe
kitoh

vou poved in?

were about £i

=

had been

[ S
cannair \,’

een it bhecause
y told us that he
1) T

in the 1800s=,

thers a good
at the tanner
That was a“o

Joed build them?

o3

nNousaa?

intain then?

=y

1¥ you had gomething go wrong vou

toild the tannery?
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Yeg, that was right,

Did they coms do it right away?

first moved
ceowle came
N

When w
cther
rent
lator 3
from that

there they Jdid.
into the tannoery
little bit, T think
Lambert and He
rent went teo $110.

Lh@y
up to Si
bought

ey

S0, yvou rented vour whole 1ife?

Yes.

Wag there
that were

nerintendent's house
of that tannery row?

o

suparintendent's
TL was ciear
they had one

The
WaS .
Avenue;

where
end o
oOne on

wasn't
at the
otheyr

house
away un
at the

Did  the
Moier,

who owped the
Wasg

guy
wasn't it

tanmery ...
his name Mojer?
Ne, Mosser. [he tannery was
Leather Company and wasg bought
ny in the 1920's.

ownaed by
hy Arvmour

e

Did have a house there too?

bPennsyilvania?

housge

Hiz daughter ...
¥ hous

i
ik and his 1

My fani
21 b

ily has a
daughter bulilt that

They did?
Yos.

How Long did vou gtay thers in tannery

staved in until the

9 5.

LANNGEYY TOowW

s

The Flood tock all thosme houses oulb

They took themn.
think there was one
They weren't £it to

Well they had to tear
Teft, They had
move back 1.

They lel you stay there oven though vour

any

£lood

Liatear

ralsad
2. Then
the housas

and

ather houscs

the tannery row
£ Pennsvivania
Guality Hill

His name W

g, K.
L.eath

Mosgser
Compa-

down  on tha

e,

e
TOWY

took us  in

them down. i)
them down.

huaband didn't
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work at the tannery any longer?
Yes, they let me stav Lhere.
Was that common or did they make an exception?

Yes., They didn't move me out. 1F kthe husband

tem
wife and the children could live there.

How many kids do yvou have?

They all Llive?

NO r aone ., . - Ei Voo }. (}. (=1 t GG Dass Gd away 4 1" (92§ t 2] ’ O Vedrs
£ e __ L
a0,

But they all lived in their childhood?
Yes.

Were vour kideg all born by the time vou went To work
for the nursery?

No, one of them was horn after T went te work for the
nursery in 1939,

That 5 a lot of years of having kids,. Thes
pretty fav apart?

£

£ then were, some were not.

9
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vou tell us about working at the nurserv? How
get the job to start ?

tell yvou how T got the job. I golt sick. I

on my lungs and my doctor told me to get out
sun and stay out in it as much as I could. 50 a
lgnboy of mine worked thers and she sgaid, "Why don'
vou get on and work at the nursery? I1'11 work with vou
and help you with the work." So, HMr. Oliver, he was
ouy nelghbor out there, we talked to him. He gaid,
"Come on oubt.” That iz the wav T got ztarhed.

hao
J T

HMr., Oliver Ffirst lived ncar the nursery bottom, T mean
neay the tannery.

#He lived on Spruce Streeth, I forget Jhai jeaf he noved
away . That ig when I went to work the liked
it, even when we waded or had to crawl i sand
waad. The sun wag so hot but we dldn L mind it, T
liked 4dt. We had a good crew Lo work with. Mr .
Oliver was a nice man to work for.
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Yo moved away in 1934: he moved to the nursery i
Yes, ne moved away from there.
What can yvou tell us aboul Mr. Oliver?

Well, he wag just a nice anelghbor and a nice mnan. He
waz very considerate about the people who worked for
him. I have a little Ffunny tele I might tell wou about
him. The sun had been so hot for a whole week, way up
in the eilghties and nineties. We were oub 4in  the
field. We wanted to talk about seeing if we could get
him to let us have part of our noon hour in the after-
noon a little bit. So we could gebt in the gshade. One
of us gald, "Why don't one of us faint and then he'll
lett ueg in a little bit?" 0Of course they drew straws
and I was the one that got the straw. When we came out
that afterncon it wasg eighty-~five and I started to get
water. They kept the water way down at the end of the

line. T went down to get somsa water. T was supposed
to let on  the faint but ¥ didn't iet on, T veaglly
fainted. But the crew 4didn't know that I had fainted

and they were GJust so excited. Mrs. Oliver wa a
nurse. They saw me Fall on the Tield and they Qoth

Came ruUnning. Then they took me homas. So the next day
then when it was so hot he would give us twenty, twen-
tv—-five minutes in the afternceon at 3:00 +4in out of fhe
SUI . T made them treat me too. He was a nice man.

Was he a tall man, short man?

About the average. Heo wasn't tall.

How much did he weigh?

I oouldn't tell you about that. I expect about 180, oxr
something Tike that.

Did you meet with hin evervday, in the morning ox
afternoon, for Instructions on what fieldwerk vou were
to do?

Mo, wo. They had a ... Paul Parsons, he iz one of Ihe
supervisors who helped. He was the one who would tell
us where to go. Mr., Oliver alwavs came out and went
throeugh the field during the day LQ see what wag going
ST

NDid he know evervbody by name?

Oh vesg!

About how big was the orew?

Anywhere from twenty-five to thirty women at a time.
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It was always women, pretty much?
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That did the weeding. The men made the geed beds
planted sgeeds. The women helped 1ift them and
then in a packing housgo.

tn
[
"
t

Can you tell us exactly what happened, what vou
how big the tree was?

Cia
Lt
e

They ddidn't pull them uwntll thev were about twe vears.
They expectad mayvbhe four inches from that on  up the
first two years, They had to be at least five to six
inches before they planted them out in the Fields, bthat
ig  to pack them and ship them. We would weed them.
Then whenever Lthey got to he about four years then they
packed them and broughit them to the packing house and
we counted  them. T had te put them in  bhunches of
eightv.

-

They grew in these lLittle beds?
Yes .

They dug those uwp and then thev put them out in  a

bigger sort of field, right?

Yaes.

Chem v from there again?

Yes, whenever they sold them to ship them awavy.
Did you ever work in the nacking houser?

Oh, ves.

Describe now they came through the packing house.

We had just like a counter along where they laid them
on.  The aen would bying them in and then we would gort

them and count them.

Bid  vou soxt them ons by one with the 1ittle woots
hanging Sown?

Ona by one.
Did vou wrap them in paper or goelb them wet?

No, they had like a littie rope or string teo put arousnd
them. :

You pul them in a box?

o

No, the men did that after we did all the counting.
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Wag it a wooden box or a paper hox?

It had to have
them 1in the fie
them wp somebin

i when they were ... They wouid tLtake
nes When they were Two o ver
plant them the field. They had a little
vou  put  the trees in between each one.
twenty-£ive. There are twenty~ii

heen a wooden box T gusss. We  planted
'i

s} fi_ 3 and

ive notches on it.
had to put one in each one. ¥He had tents, Just Like a
1ittle house, each one had nis its own tent. We would
put them in the boards and the men would plant them.

The boards weve four feelt long?

Yes. We had had a regular place that they took them
at the shelives therc on themg Then hoard turned o
and Just held Tthem in there. They took them then
planted them in rows.

and

Hid vou ha stac

av
vou went al

o)}
P
oo
<
3
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The nmen would bying them back to you one at a time.
They would take one and leave one. We QQL 50 we could
nlant them in one board in about elght minutes, 17 we
were working fast.

Whi
boar

another

“he was planting it wers yvou
7

QJ(?)

Filling ancther one.
So yvou had two men who worked for vou?
Twe men?

When vou gebt up the boards did ong man go piant
another man was having hisg filled?

One man for each woman.

e planted it and you filled 1t and had it ready until

he came bhack.

Where were the little trees thalt vou were putting in
the bhoard? Were they 1in a sack?

We had it right beside us. The were yighlh beside us.
In a stack?
Ne, no., They were laid out where vou could rsach and

get then.

10
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50 gsomebody brotght those to you?
Yes, the men brought them in.

T have pictures of those canvas. They ars lLike a
little canvas ... They look like a soda gtand.

We planted theousandsg of them a day. T forget how nany
thousands each day.

Wes this done at a particular time of the year?
Yes. Sometimes thev would start in March if the weath-
er was nice. Then we would plant up until September.
After September they didn't de very good. We tried it
out: one vear planting each month from January on up
until December. The ones that were put out aflher the
last of September didn't do as good.

Of all these treeg that yvou had 1aixd out on this board
which they planted, how many would survive?

About all of toem. Very seidom would we loose one.

Once they were in the ground then what kind of care was
given to them?

They were cultivated and watered.

Did vou guvs do that or was that men's work?
That was men's work.
They watered them, they had spnrinkler systems?

They had sprinkler systems. § liked it. We had a good
crowd to work with, that was nice, and we had the
helpers and all. If vou needed Lo ask anvthing that
vou didn't understand, the boss, oy bhe supervisor were
always ready to tell vou.

Nid you help plant geoedg?
Neo, the men did the seeding.
That was in these
Yos, the beds.

The bheds have 1ittle soreens on ton of them, vight?

They were bullt up when they first started. Then they
would take then oult latexr on. They wars built up  and
sort of covered over for a while. Keewp the birds and

things Like Lthat out of itheon, onipmunks.

54
cs
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When vou did yvour weeding what time of vear was that?

We]1 sometimes we starited the last of March 1f the
weather was nice. So many days or something; we get &

weaek, we gelt & month, mavbe sometines
month, 81 a day.

weeks a

o

When vou weedad did vou wesed in the seed beds not  in
the row beds?

Later on we did the row nheds, after they took the
boards off of them. '

I don't understand where the boards came from on  the
row bed. Did they also shade the row beds?

Mo. They were just Llike yvou would make a bed. Take two
boards and put down each side Llike that clear down for

a wirlle. ¥ guess to kecp the ground from the rain from
washing then out. '

And Lo keepn molgture around the roots?
Then they would pull those boards out?

S0 vou weeded both the little beds and the field beds

o3

Yes.

How did vou deo it? Did vou all start at one and and
work across?

You  were talking aboult the water bucket. How manvy  oF
vou worked at one time where?

We bad as many as thirty at ons time, ssynecially if the
weeds gob a little bigger ahead of you a little bit.
Sometimes theve would bz only mavbe eight or ten work-

ing.
You were one of the regular crew?
Yes.

These other people they bhrought in, say to make up thisg
thirty te get ahead of the weeds and stuff?

Ve, They dildn't have full time like we Jdid or some-
thing. Just they came in teo heln until we got done

If thers were some special beds that they Jjust let a
few of us weed in, the others that were Just learning

12
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they would put them cut together.

You said this one woman wag the bheat, what made some-
vody the best and what was her name?

Minnie Day. She was just nice to every
She started there when the nurserv i
she knew all about 1t.

body. and helped.
et starited and

And she taught vou how?

She would ftell you ... 8he wag good at it anyway from

running her own garden how yvou pull the weeds. They
would come along and see if we had any pines in  ths
LOW. They didn't want vou to pull a pine up. We had

just a certaln way that we had. to put our Ffingers down
and pull that weed up =zco it didn't uprooct the pine, the
little »pine trees.

!_!u
z

HBow tall were the weeds usuallyv, like ftwo inchesg?

)]
Con

Sometimes they were. The grass would get pretty bha
sometimes, That was worse.

The what?
Grass.
Grass 1s harder to weed anyiine.

T know it is.

How often would a bhed get weeded

About every month vou had to go through them if it was
good growing wWeather. OF course if it was dry vou
couldn't weed them that much.

Where did the soil come Ffrom?
That I do not know where they brought it from.
Did you gee them bringing in soil?

Yes, they used to bring i

lan

in but I really don't Know

They were probably were biinging in weed seeds by the
truckload on a regular basis with that soll.

Well, also they didn't have roundupl and thosze sort of
things in those davs. Did the weeds ever get less like
when the first yvear you started therve wers more weads?
By 1939 had vou gotten rid of a lot of the weed geeds?

i3
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Well, ne.  You had weeds all the time. T don't know
where they came from hut we did have weeds ali the
time, a lot of them.

Wag there one weed thalt was more prevalent than otherg?

Yas, but I forget what thev ¢alled it. It wasg one vou
really had to hang on to because it tool the roots out

of those pine btrees.

=
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oroad leaf type weed?

L, if you let it, 1t went up pretty high; it would

avea peerll. I really don't know what they name of it
was, T forvget.
S0, tell us about when vou got there in  the morning,
sort of how vour day, when vou showed up, how long you
vorked, when you gobt breaks, 4did you bring your lunch,
all that.

We had ecur lunch. We always brought lunch. The women
had their room, their ilittle building, where they went

and  had their dinners, and thelr bathrooms. The men
had their own. Fach one was separate. We always

brought our dinmer,

What did you bring, what kind of things?

Weli, 1 telrl vou what 1 liked was cabbage sandwich.
They laughed at it because I loved them. You could
bring any kind of sandwich,

When 4id vou get to work in the morning?

We had to bhe there at 8:00 and work until 5:00,
Dinner'was the only break?

Vea,

What did vou weayr?

We had overalls, and we had to wear a long sleeved

-

blouse or something, or vou would gel burned.
Wear & hat?

Yes.

Straw?

Most of the time straw hat.

What kind of shoes?



3

vs

P

et
v

4
LX)

Rn
-

Just anvthing you pilcked up, T guess. VYou didn'lt dare
to wear gocd ones because they didn't last very long in
the mud.

Did anybhody go bavefooted?

No, they didn't.

They didn't glve you vour overalls?

Mo.

You had to buy yvour own?

You had to buy vour own.

When you were slogging around in the mud on your hands
and kneeg did wvou make up pads for vour knees?

Some  of  them did, but T never 4did. Lots of times T
wished I had. You get the skin off of vour knees. T

have seen gsome of them where thelr knees were just raw.

did they ingist you had to ke on veour knees to do

[wn
e kf_d“

You couldn't hardly weed them without vou on vour knees
because you had to reach. Between the beds was I
expect two or three feet apart. You had to reach over
and you were in the middle of bed. One was oh one side
and vou werse on the other, two women Lo a bed.

The beds were in rows and yvou had the water buckest at
the end of the row?

Yes.
How long were these rows?

i couldn’t tell yvou about that bhui, they were long.
Sometimes 1t would take vou ... You would be half =&

day getting from one end to the other 1f the weeds were
very pad.

Were the 1Tittl

o~
L

he

o

33 always in one part of the nurserv?
The smaller ones, beds?
Yes, Was it near a certain building or one corner?

No, it was Just that onz place for them.  There waren't
any bullding close

What building wasg it near?
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¢n't hardly tell vou now what it was near up
there Dbecause 1t was close to whers we first came in
off of the highway down at the ﬂnd across the rallroad

tracks. That would e rthe Ffirvslt one.

-

Okavy, I krnow where that is. There was & house, a
little building, oul in the middle of all of thoss
fields, wasn't there? That was away, far away From
where you c¢hanged vour cliothes and whevre My, Oliver's
office was.

The
¢ canmp used to be right in #3 nt of it. I worked
than when they had that CCC camp there.

re were soveral of them oul t re a little bit. The

You worked at the COC camp?

No, right behind them. ‘The bheds were as long as  sonme
of the barrvacks they had. They were long.

You came Lo work at 8:00. What tiane 4did vou have din
ner?

From 12:00 to 1:00.
You had a full hour?
Vea ey

Then you went back 1:00 until %:00. Did  vou get a
b“ﬁa& in between?

dJust to go get wabter or to the bathroom is all,
Where did vou go to the bathreoom, at that washhouse?

I had to go back te the house where the women changed
clothes

Wow when vou came to work yvou changed yvour olothes?
YVes.

You wore a draess Lo work?

Some of them did, and some didn't.

You wore wants in 1
Yes.

Was 1t cowmmon Lo see women in panlts in Parsons?

No, not unless she was working up there. IE they saw

&
vou with pants on they knew where vou were working.

i6
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Wag 4t hard to find pants for wonmen in 18307

Na. Well, we never tried for women pants. Most of
them had men's on.

You oxder from Sears or someplace like that?
T don't know what they did. We always went to R

15
and Montgomery Ward and got mine. T don't know where
thev got thei:

What else did yvou take in vour lunch besides this cab-
hage gandwich?

Oh, we had coffee and apples oy fruit of some kind. A
bar of candv.

I want to go back to the cabbage gandwich again. Was
this esomething vou did evervdav?

No, T would change it. They laughed and made fun of me
when T firet came out with the cabbage sgandwich. It
wasn't a week until all of them were bringing one of
fthemn out to eat. It secemed like Lt staved molst.

Good for vou.
Yea,

Wag there any swapping of Luneh food with vour other
female employees?
vis own.

Mo, evervbhody had

You never said, "Hey, IT'l]l trade vou this orange for an
apple,”" or somelthing?

Mo, I don't think so. I never did anvway.

When people left did vou have parties? Was theve much
goclal life anmong the women who worked there?

"

Not too much, Just once in awhile they had a party at
somebody's house.

WHere wmost of thea married Like vou?
Vo, a Lot of single girls worked there.
Was there much go between with the COC camp?

No, wa weren't allowed to talk to them out there. You
had to stay vour distance.

So  the men who worked in the nursery werven't from the

L7
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CCC?

Mo,

They worked for Mr. Oliver and they wore fyvom town?
Some of them were from up here at Davig, some of the
women from Davis worked down bthere., Then they Thad
some men from up here that worked theoere.

How 4id they gel back and forth?

They had cars.

They car pooled?

Yes.

They drove back and forth evervday?

VYes,

Gosh! ¥You couldn't take a train down here and go down?
N

That black water vou couldn't go down through 1t?

You wouldn't make connections that vou could out of
work like that to go on a train bhecause the train
generally would leave down at Parsons but still vou

couldn't have gone over to Davis; vou would have went

to Thomas and then vou would have had to go arocund then

and we went from down here.

Whaen you went to work in the morning how did  vou go?
Did4 vou walk?

Most the time. Sometimes sonabody would pick us  up.
We walked back too.

You work in the winter?

No .

from when to when 4did vou work, from March to fall?

Now some of the men worked in the winter but we went
to work along about March 1if the weather was good.
Then we worked up until aboul October. ‘

hat clear? In othey words

This $1 a dayv vou gob, was t
efore taxes or after?

was that b

They didn't take any taxes or anything out.

18
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Did they pay vou weekly, or every two wesks?
Month.
Paid vou once a month®

Yes. It was a government check. The first vear we got
51 and the next year they raliged it to $1.80 a day.

That is a big incrcase.

Yes, thalt was a big Jjump.

Yes, it was.

What did your kids do while vou were working?

I had a babysitter. Mosgt of the time my mother-in-law
in the summertime was there a lot, she watched them.

She lived with vou?

Yes,  then I would get a baby-sitter somewhere Lo cone

im.
What did vou have to pay a day for that?

I paild her a 31.50 a weelk, that is what she asked. She

would come at  8:00, stay, and watch the Jkids. Of
course  the kids were pretly well grown. The girls
L]

wers, I mean that they counld do the worlk, lot of it.

Did she do some cooking for them, say for their dipner?
But ghe didn't do any other housework?

Not. wvery much. 1 d4id the washing when I weni home at
night, over a tub, a washboard.
]

Oh, you 4id?

Yea,
And she had supper ready for you when vou got honme?

No, T did that after T got home,

After 5:007

What can vou tell me about the COC camp? You nasged it
everyday when yvou came into work.
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You dust see thenr coming and going, and on weakends
theyv would come to town. Lots of times they would come
up; we would keep three or four of them up there after
vyou gobt acguainted with them. The neighbors would keep
them instead of going back up there because theyv had
the weekend off.

What do you mean you would "keep" them?
They would just come and stay with us.
In your house too?

Yes.

=

&

s they from West Vivginia these fellows that vou
cep

-
[ 1]

H

About one of them was. The rest of them were awav from
the state. My daughter married one of them. In Tac
mny two oldest daughters they married two of them from
thea CCC camp.

You were pickiﬁg the right man for vou daugnters?
Thought ¥ had anvwav.

Did it turn out alright?

No.

That is too bad,

Were you given strict orders by Mr. Qliver not Lo have
anyvthing to do with the CCC canmp there? When vou

described 1t & minute ago T got the ilmpression someone
gave an order.

Yes, we ot orders that we weren't to stand around out
there where they were, I guess they had their orders
toe stay away because they didn't bother veaery much.

They didn't say anvthing te vou, or thes single girls
that were working there at the nursem They walked
right by them on the road and went rxight on back up
to ...

Halked right on by, they didn't bother thawm.

Did Parsong like the CCC camp pretty well?

I think the biggest part of the people did. They did a

lot of work arcund, lot of nice work.

Mow when you were thers sometimes the CCC were bullding

20
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some of thoge bulldings while vou were there?

=

ALl of the buildings that vou saw being built were CCC
[

Yes, they did a lot of bhuilding of roads too and things
iike that.

Roads at the nursery?
No, out in the forest service.

Were they the people who brought the dirt in for the
nurserxy bottom?

Well, no. The peopnle whe brought the one in  for the
nursery bottom were logal.

i~

Was that hauled in by trucks?
Yasg.

How did thev spread thab dirt? They didn't have earth
movers and stufi, what did they do?

A Job of it was hauled in a wheslbarrow. Then they
made the beds and dug it up. Later on they geot a
truck, Well, it wag a truck or something on some kind
of machine that hauled it vp and around and would dJdrop
it down so Lhalt vou didn't have such a load to cearry.

You didn't do any of it?

)

Mo, the men did all that beavy work.

Can vou describe what bulldings were bullt by the CQCC?
Do vou remember which ones?

No, I really don't know. I know the packing house. T
know they didn't build Mr. OQliver's house. The packing
houge and what was the garage later on they built that
one where they kept their ecguipment, the toolsg and
stuff.

Did  you ever ¢go near the seed separvatoer or the cone
dryvery or any of those things? Was that stuff there
when yvou starited working?

No, they didn't have the cone dryvers right then. He,
wa never bothered avound that. They didn't tell us it
was off limits but we didn't have any business down
there where thev were seeding.




K

But that stuff wasn't there when vou slarted working?
No.

It was just the nursery office, the bulliding behind the
nursery office that was somae kind of & cocoler, and the
packing w»lant. Then there i a maintenance bullding
that 18 next to that. Was that about all that was
there? Mr., Oliver's house wasn't there when you stact-

ed work?

Yeg, it was. Not when T started to work, it was bullt
while I wasg there,

Where did you ohange before the washhouse was bullt?

Well, vyou came home dirty. That was aboult the way of

it.
Went c¢lean, came home dirty?
Yes.

W

vou pretlty dirty?

Very, mud would fall off of vou if vou walked if it was
muddy or wail,

Nid vou work in the rain?
If it wasn't ralning too hard we did sometimes.
Do you have arthritis pretty bad in your knees?

I do now.

From kneeling so long?

¥ imsgine. T had a doctor tell me when I wag voung, he
gaid, "You'll be s v vour old age because you'll
have arthritis." And he I

You said something earlier about deve slLekness
when you were th . an vou describe that, how you
got 1it, hoew vou treated 1t7?

He were weeding Japanesae Pine and there were Dbugs In
it. They had a little red on theiyr bhack and they would

bite vou and they would hang on. That, the doctor
#aid, was some kind of poison they put in the blood
strean. There were several of them who got that dis-
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ecase. Mr. Oliver had it too, but he had it Just on his

arm. There is one woman who lives up in Porterwood,
she had it for a couple of vears. At the end she had a
heart attack. They said that was what caused 1t. But
mine you can see the scar there. 1T could look in  and

sa2 the bone and it was that way for almost twoe vears.
I went down to a Weshington hospital, went to Elking,
and went into the veterans hospital din  Pittsburgh.
That is where thev first got started for healing 1t um.
The others, some of them went to Blking. One man got
it in his fungs and he died.

It was a fungus, wasn't it?
Yes, sort of a fungus.

Was this common in all these trees or was it just one
period of time?

Just one period of time. It was 1n the spring; it was
when we were fooling with trees. That iz all that ever
happenad. Nobody ever got it aifter thaet or bhefore.

-

Did they call in some help to diagnose what this wag?
Well, they sent us to different doctors.
I mean as far as the nurseryv, did thev make any.

No, T don't know. T don't know aboult that. They  paid
our doctor bills and all of our tyipg, the government
did. Some of them gob a pension from work but I nevar
applied. I should have.

You had it all the way up vour arxrm?

I had it clear uv»n here and down here. The doctor said
that it would go clear on down eventually. It was lLlike
a burrow put the top would come off. It was round
Like Dburrow. The top would just come off all of thew
and they would follow the blood stream. There are sone
of them alear up there.

How much was this pension? Would it ke like a disabil-
ity pension?

Oh wyes, 1t had to bhe. When ¥ had mnine, it would be
night after night, vou lald with vour arm on a plllow,.

You couldn't move it arcund cor lay on it.

Wnat vear was

tnie?
T think that was the last vear I worksd. In 19242 1 got
it. That was the last year I worked.
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Did  that have some bearing on vou guititing out at the
nursery’?

Yes, ¥ never went back o more because when I was get
ting over mine, then I had a heart attack. The doctor
said that that was part of the cause of it., And ¥ had
a bad heart attack so I never went baclk. Nene of them
who got it ever went back anvmore.

This wag in?

1942.

She recovered from the hearl attack.

Yes.
Did vou eover have anvthing to do with the Fernow Forest

o any of the other gites?
No.
You just saw the people over [here?

Yes.

They didn't talk to veou much and you didn't tallk to
them? FEither the ranger district or ...

No, we never bothered. They would wait until they cane
to town.

Tell me something about the town of Parsons at  this
time. There is a tannery there, what other things were
there?

They had the woolen mill, pulp mill, and T Fforget what
else was there. The tannerv and the woolen mill eam-
nloveed a lot of vpeople.

The nursery wasn't a big part of the busginess of the
town?

Well, I wouldn't say how many. Now it &id helgp, it
helped a lot because some of the men were emploved all

the time.

But most of the employment was at the pulp mill, the
tannery, and the woolen mill.

Yes,

When you came home from work in the evening, with or
without the mud, what did vou do the rest of the day?
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Do your housework. Then we found time to go out some-
where for an evening.

Did yvou go dancing?

No.

Did vou go to the movie?

Oh ves! When theyv had a movie there,
They didn't have one on a regular basis?

In later vearg they stopped the movies there. It is
torn down now.

NDid you go out for Sunday dinner or did vou usually
have that at home?

We used to have Sunday dinner at home but on weekends
whenever he wasn't working we went camping a lot, Just

take the whole Tamily, a tent, and head for the moun-
taing.

Goed! Did vou have a favorite spot vou liked to go to?
Yes. We used to like to go up to Laurel. There used
to be a CCC camp there too. We used to go up there in
later years and camp. Tt was a nice place.

Did vou have a £ront porch on your housge?

Yes.

Was 1t common vnractice, in the evening, © .
=it on the fromt porch and watch the world go by?

It zure was.
Did yvou tell stories?

See, theyv were double houses and vou could talk to vour

neighboi. We had nice neighbors. We did a lot of
camping with the kids, we olwave did. My husbhand loved

to hunt and fish, so he would take the boys and go.
Did vou have a garden?

Oh ves!

Out in back of this house vou had a garden?

Oh yes, I hed a big garden out baclk.

Flowers, voegetables?
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Yes.

And some more weeding.

Well T didn*t mind that. I got on to how to do it, and
it wasn't sc¢ kad., I kept after it. Well I had a big
garden. 1 would put up anywhere Lrom 500 to 600 guarts
of stuff a yvear out of it.

You were a good gardener!

Oh yes., Wish I had one now.

Did vyou raise all yvou stuff? Did you buy sceds there
in Parsons?

I bought all the seeds and stuff.

In Parsons?

You didue't ovder from Burpee or one of those guya?

Not wvery much.

Mostly vegetables?

by Saast
Yes.

You didn't have those great big dahliaz that evervbody
around here grows?

Oh yes, dahlias and cannas.

She's the one who can tell vou how to grow petunias.
You have chickens?

One  or two times I had chickens in the sunmer. Can't
think of the name, came in one night and killed some of
them., We just gathered up the next day and killed all
the rest of them before he got then.

Raccoon?

Fox or a raccoon? Covote?

He Jdooks like a 1ittle vat. I forget what his name is.
Oh weasel!

Weasel, and there were plenty of them thers in the row
cut along the slough in the back. So we just killed

all of ours then. We used to have hogs when we lived
over there,

26
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Tt sounds like a big vard. I think of this thing as
being a little lane with bhouses pretty close together.

No.

How big of a Lot did you have with yvour double house?
Like an acre, a couple of acres?

Ho, had a very small vard in the back and around the
house, between the houses. Our garden was ovel ACrOES
the railroad track where the track come from the tLtan-

nery. From there out to the siough was wherse the
gardens were.

That is where vou kept the hogs?

Yes, 1t was clear back next to where the water was. A
lot of people along then kept them. Then later vears
hey didn't.

So you did slaughtering and all that stuff?

We took them somewhere and had them done.

Was this kind of a community garden? TIn other words
did a lot of people have gardens there?

Yes, each one had a2 garden. T think it was thirty-sone
feet one way but it went clear out to the slough.

A coupnle nundred feetl?

Oh  yes, they were big, in fact I would say aboui 300
feet and back.

You gardened the whole fthing? Did vou have beryies and
that sort of stuff in it too?

Wo, just vegetables,
Did other people have gardens around there Ltoo?
Yes, every house had a garden., They had the same size.

Did they come in and plow it up Ffor vou?

Oh, the tannery pliowed i1t for vou in the spring?

No, the tannery 4idn't do it. You hired somebody.
They plowed that whole thing.

id vou compete with yeur neighbeors for the guality of
vour vegetables?



No, they were good to have. One lady who lived next
to me liked to go by the signs. 8he had a garden next
to me and she gald, "Now you wait until tomorrow or the
next day to plant this and that.” T had a good garden
that wvear I want to tell you. She was elghty some
vears old and she had that big garden next to mine.

You mean the signs of the moon?

Yeszs. She would tell me when to plant.

Then did you keep doing that? You kept planting by the
signs after she taught vou how?

Well, sometimes I 4idn't because the way the weather
was yvou had to pul them out when vou could.

Was there a favorite vegetable you liked ocut of the
garden besideos cabbage?

t all.

I liked

That is what kept vou so healthv. Did you grow zalads,
things that were green in the spring 1like dandelion?
Did you collect anv of that stuff or grow any of ithose

things?

Mo, the dandelion yvou didn't put out. Xt would jJust
grow wild and you would go hunt i1t. We would put out
onions in the fall and things like that to have in the
early spring.

What clse besides onions?

Some of them put out kale and things that way.

Wounld kale keep here 2Ll winten?
It did deown there, it wouldn't on this mountain. Tt

dind  down theres but not up here because of ten to §fif-
teen degrees, ©r more than thatlt, in the weather.

Do vou think that is why the nursery was at Parsong?
It was high but it also had a really good climate.

T think so.
Did veou ever go to Gladwin?
Oh ves.

There was a nursery alt Gladwin do vou know anything
about it?

T was only up there twice that [ remember, We went up
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there one time mavbe just to look it  over, I don't
knew., Then we camped there one night. The nursery up
there at Gladwin was about weady to move out whenever I
was up there.

ITn the late 1940's then?

Yaos.

So vou didn't go up there when yvou worked at the other
nursery and you never stopped when vou took the train?

MNo.
Do yvou remember them tearing down the CCC camp?

Yes,

"h

What did thevy do with all that stuff? When did thev do
1d

e
it and how did they do it?

I couldn’'t tell wvou when they 4id it, T fozget. I know
that we golt some of it. Someh dy brought us down Jjust
enough to build a little out building. What th@y did
with the rest of it ... I don't know whether Lhey 1
oxr not,

i}
;
‘_‘

In other words they just tore the bulldings down?

It was during the war?
Yes, right after then.
Tt was there until after the wax.

Yes, gome of them they left. The man that bought part
0f#f the land that was out that way he had them bthere for
awhile and then he tore them down. Other besides the
government owned that other Littlie piece, the man 4id,
and they left some of the bulldings for him. They tore
them down.

Part of the nursery bottom was still owned by  somebody
glse?

Yes.
Way down theres alt the upstream end, is that right?
Yes. There used to be a house there, a colttage.

Nid he Ffarm and stuff?

29
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Yes, T thought he d4id. T can't think of nis name right
now.

Minoxr?
No.

Mr . Fansler was telling us vesterday about sonebody
along one of those. He said there were two farms whare
the aursery bottom was.

Yes, bhut  thig cone man stayed there for a long time
hefore he s0ld his part.

So  he would have to drive by the CCC camp in ovdevr to
go home everyday?

Yes.

Did you go back there much after you left the nursery?
Sometimes we would go up there and run avound the whole
thing to excercise. ‘

You mean run, Jjog?

Oh wves! Go up there and jog. But now since the flood
ook it away they don't have the rvoads around like they
did then. Then they had a nice reoad you could run and
didn't stump your tes on a rock or something. T doa't
think thev do anyvmore, they might.

fo vyou and voursg kids would go over there. Did  vou
picnic over Lthere?
No . Some of the neighbors, somebimes there would be

maybe twelve or fifteen all in a race going around.
One would go this way and the other one this way to see
which could get up at the middle hefore the others did.

Nid kids go over thers and ride their bikes or any  of
those things?

Yes.

How was the relation of the nurserv Lo the town?
Just fine.

They all Liked each other oretity well.

They all Liked each other.

Do wvou think the same i1s true with the forest service
in general?
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Yesg, I think it is.

Were there ever any problems of people belng fired fow
any reason when you worked there at the nuvrsery?

A lady was telling me the other day that she was fired
one  time. I don't remember when it was. 1 knew she
guit but I never knew she was fired.

She didn't tell yvou why?

No, she didn't tell wme why. She said she wag fired and
she never worked back there anyvmore after that.

Was this when vou were working there that she was
firved?

Yes.

20  there are gtill other people who worked there then
at the same time you worked then?

Yes.

When you were oul weeding was there a sunervisor?
Yes, yvou had a supervisor.

Wag he there all the time or ﬁid he just cruilse by?

Just about all the time. He would go through, around
and waltch over vou.

Did he ever yell and say, "Weed that fastert!", or "Quit
dogging it!i", or things of that sort?

No, because we had good workers, they weren't the kind
that were lazy, they worked.

ixcent when vou fainted for water?
Yes, I was a guinea pig.
But you really didn't fake it. (Laughter)

I didn't fake it, no! They thought I was faking it.
They were just having a big laugh. When they took me
home, and Mrs. QOliver came along because she was &
nurse, and came back, some of them went down and asked
what was wrong. She told her. And she sgaid, "Did she
really faint?" She said, "she really @id. She  was
out." Tt was hot.

I bel they were angry with vou the next day.
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I got the west of the day off and got pald for it too.
People sald I wasg crazy when I said that I worked in
mud but I really did. I 1iked it.

There was a nice feeling among the people who worked
thnere,

They were with all of them. We threw one man in the
river one time. Hvery time anvone had a new baby wmen
were supposed to treat the women., Well this man, well,
they had twins. He didn't bring us any candy or any-
thing. "T'11 bring it pay-~ day." he sald, “iNow vou
walt until payday."” Well payday came and we never got
any candy. So we Ffixed 1t that next dav, we were going
to get him at the noon hour. We waited until dinner

wasg over and some of them gol a hold of him. He got
away and he ran into the men's place. We knew we

couldn't go in thera. S0 the superviseor went in and
brought him ocut for ug. We took him by his arms and
his feet and we took him out and threw him in that big
hole din  the river. We didn't know whether he could
swim or not. I guess he c¢ould. The next day he c¢ame
with the candy.

You said vou had a ¢hild whes
work when you were pregnant?

vou were there. Did  you

Yes, T 4did parttime.
How far into yvour pregnancy?
Ahout four months.

This is while you were crawling around in the mud weed

Yes,
Did they ask you te leave ov did they have a rule about
it?

o, 1 just asked for the time off.

When did vou come back after the baby was born?
Nexl vear.

You got a whole vear off?

He was borpn in June. No, I went back that Fall that
time and worked for about three weeks.

In September?

Yes.

fad
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Did vou bring some candy?
He brought uws our candy, that man did.

WMo, when yeou had yvour baby did yvou have to bring candy
rooT?

No. We didn't have to treat, Lhe man were the ones who
had to.

Did other women have babies while they were working
there?

Yes, several of them did. One of them worked up there
about three weeks before her baby was born.

Thal must have been hard crawling around.

She didn't mind 1it. She wasg back to work I think about
a month afterwards.

Needed the money.
She nseded the moneyv, ves, that was rigat.

How much did vour husband make before 19407 You moved
to Parsons in what vear?

1920.

You went to work in 19307%
In the 19320's, ves.

How much money did he make al the time at the tannery?

I think that he wasg making $3 a day.

S0 when vou sitarted working vou were gelbting?

$1.00 a day.

Gosh  vou were rvich compared to some of the people we
have talked to. One of the women was sayving that she
lived on 211 a week that her husband got at the CCC
that he didn't send home.

Some  of them did welloff., Later on after 1 guit

nursery then I worked in the store, Lambert Store.
worked there L imagine fifteen, sixteen vears.

W
o
Rt

What kind of stoere was this?

It was a clothing store. They had Five and Ten gtuff
and like that in clothing,. shoes.

8]
5]
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When vou were working in the store did you miss Lhe
nursery?

Yes, I would have liked to have heen back there. T was

afralid to go back after goetiting all that stuff. I was
afraid to go back bpecause T went through too nmuch
migery from that.

Tt was a veally graat place to work right?

Yes, it was.

Good bosses?

Yes.

Liked to have had more pay but ...

Yes, I liked it. Theyv treated me nlce, all of them.
Was there a let of talking and Joking and playing
tricks on each other? When yvou were going down through
the rows pulling weeds vou had to do gomething to take
vour mind off of that crazy weed.

You didn't do very much plaving jokes. You wight in
the wmorning before vou went to work or during the noon
hour, sgonething like that, but not while vou were
working.

Did yvou sing, or tell stories, or gosgipn?

O ves. Oh, ves 8 lot of gossip: vou might know of
that. :

nid yvou sing?
Yes.

Was there anybody who was a belbter singer than asomeons
else?

On surea.

Was that you?

Not ne.

Did you tell a better story than anybody else?

Well, ¥ could come up with the rest of them I wouldn't
e

gsay I had any wetber ones. I could come wup with the
rest of them.

When you had vour nour For lunch, or dianer, obviously
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it didn't take you a whole hour to eat that cabbage
sandwich. Then did yvou play caxds or do anything?

oo

Mo, generally juest sat there and rested and falilked,
went out under the shade trees or something where it
wasg cooler because it was rather hot in the bullding.
During the noon hour vou generally rested.

Did you ever ses any snakes come up in thera?

No, sir, never 4did.

o

Did they have any trouble with animels except for the

birds digging up the seeds?

No, the birds were the worst that they had. FNo animals
or anyithing like that.

Did  you have to do much with insecticides or sprav or
any of that gort of stuff?

No, men did that.

But thev spraved the little trees?
Oh ves, they were spraved often.
We thank yvou very kindly.

You are welcome.

END OF INTERVIREW



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

